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     From the editor … 
The Clarion is the official 
newsletter of the Eastern New 
York Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists and is 
published monthly ten times 
per year with a combined 
summer issue published on 
June 1. Submissions for The 
Clarion must be sent to the 
editor by the 25th of the month 
prior to publication. The editor 
retains the right and 
responsibility to accept, reject, 
and/or edit any and all 
submissions.  All submissions 
pertaining to the month of 
publication will be printed. 
Submissions pertaining to 
subsequent months will be 
included space permitting. 
 
Submit material to: 
Joan Pearson, editor  
jpearson@nycap.rr.com 
(518) 399-9002 
 
 

h
To promote the organ in its historic and evolving roles, 

to encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music, 
and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration, 

education, and certification of Guild members. 

Dean’s Corner 
 
   Wow!!! The Handel concert on March 3rd was a 
resounding success. The organists and chamber ensemble 
made beautiful music for an appreciative audience of about 
100 people. Many thanks to host and organizer Steven 
Rosenberry, and to the organists who performed: Trevor 
Kahlbaugh, Andrew Krystopolski, Al Fedak, Agnes 
Armstrong, and Neil Keen. 
   

    By the time you read this, many of you will be catching your breath after Holy Week 
and Easter services. This is a good time to mark your calendars for our final two events of 
the program year. 
 
   On Tuesday, April 10, I hope to see you at the David Jonies workshop and recital at the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Albany. This is a great opportunity to gain 
some insights from Mr. Jonies about service playing, and to enjoy an excellent recital. 
Details are elsewhere in this issue. 
 
   Please take note that the scholarship students’ recital and the chapter’s annual meeting on 
Friday, May 18th, has been moved to Zion Lutheran Church, 153 Nott Terrace, 
Schenectady. The recital will be at 7:00 PM, followed by a reception and a brief annual 
meeting at the church. The May Clarion will include more details. I urge you to mark this 
change in your chapter Directory (page 5) to avoid confusion with the original program 
listing. 
 
   I have enjoyed talking to many of you at chapter events and concerts over the past few 
months. Please keep your ideas coming! 
 
 Soli Deo Gloria, 
  Sue Lohnas,  
Dean, ENYAGO  
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Five Handel Organ Concertos 
    A lovely and balanced concert at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Albany on Saturday, March 3, featured Trevor 
Kahlbaugh, Andrew Krystopolski, Agnes Armstrong, Neil 
Keen, and Alfred Fedak playing their own interpretations 
of Handel’s Organ Concertos on organ, accompanied by 
the Handel Concerto Chamber Orchestra. The concertos        
were enhanced immensely by the great skill of the 
organists and chamber players 
who never overwhelmed each 

other. AGO’s Dean, Sue Lohnas, presented Andrew Krystopolski 
with a farewell gift  to an appreciative round of applause from the 
audience. The five Handel concertos covered were: B-Flat, F Major, D 
Minor, A Major, and F Major, which highlighted each performer’s 
talent. It was a very special concert for our chapter. 
                                                                                         Donna Tallman 

Derek Stannard  at Emmanuel Friedens Church 
    On Sunday, March 4, Derek W. Stannard performed on the organ at 
Emmanuel Friedens Church in Schenectady. A lively and upbeat piece 
by Buxtehude opened the concert with a distinctive, meditative Andante 
by Mendelssohn following, showing the organ’s versatility. Trumpets 
were featured in Teilman’s “Festival March” while reeds sang in Cesar 
Franck’s “Prelude.” A lovely, happy tone was created with David 
German’s “Festive Trumpet Tune.” Other composers offered were JS 
Bach, Ralph Vaughn Williams, William Bolcomb, and Alexandre 
Guilmant, in which Derek had complex keyboard precision and showed 
brilliant pedalwork.                                                                      DT 

J.S. Bach Turns 333 

   On Sunday, March 18th, in honor of JS Bach’s 333rd birthday, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of Albany 
presented an excellent concert with Steven Rosenberry as organist and conductor, featuring the St. Paul’s choir 
and chamber instrumentalists: violin, viola, cello, bass, flute, oboe, trumpet, and organ continuo.  The solo 
organ began with “Prelude and Fugue in B Minor.”  Then was Bach’s “Mass in B Minor BWV 232” during 
which the smooth interplay of singers and instruments gave great dignity and full sound. The soloists were 
excellent and sang with heartfelt harmony as the pieces ranged from dramatic to joyous to softer reflection.   

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS** 
APRIL 10: DAVID JONIES WORKSHOP AND CONCERT  

MAY 18: ANNUAL MEETING, STUDENTS’ RECITAL AND RECEPTION 
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Workshop and Concert April 10 
    Please join us on Tuesday, April 10 at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, 125 Eagle St., Albany, for a 
workshop and concert given by Chicago-based organist David C. Jonies. The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
and the Eastern New York Chapter of the American Guild of Organists jointly present this event as part of the 2017-
2018 AGO Program Season. 
    Mr. Jonies serves as Associate Director of Music at Holy Name Cathedral in Chicago, Illinois, while maintaining 
a very active concert schedule. He will lead a service-playing workshop beginning at 5:30 PM, and his concert 
program (beginning at 7:30 PM) will include works by Alexandre Guilmant, George Frideric Handel, Leo Sowerby, 
and George Shearing. 
    Described by the Bonner Generalanzeiger as an “impeccable” performer, organist David Jonies enjoys an 
excellent reputation among his colleagues as a concert organist and church musician. Known for his wide range of 
repertoire, David was awarded the 1st prize at the 1999 Landau International Organ Competition. 
Local Restaurants 
    There will be a 60 minute break after the workshop and before the concert, during which time attendees may 
choose to visit a local restaurant for a quick meal. Albany restaurants within walking distance of the Cathedral (or 
short driving distance) include:                                                                                                       
Lombardo’s (Italian) 
Café Cappriccio (Italian) 
Wellington’s (in the Renaissance Hotel) 
V&R (Italian) 
** We strongly recommend calling these establishments ahead for reservations and to indicate a quick timeline for 
the meal.                                                                                                    Sue Lohnas and Brian Gurley 

************************************************************************************* 

OPEN CONSOLE APRIL 21, ORGAN DEDICATION RECITAL APRIL 22 

There is an exciting new organ in the capital region that is being dedicated on April 22 at 3pm, with an 
organ concert performance by Farrell Goehring (Organist of 
Bethesda Episcopal, Saratoga Springs) and a full reception 
afterwards. This organ was built by META ORGANWORKS, who 
specialize in the professional application of the amazing Hauptwerk 
virtual pipe organ software platform that is revolutionizing the pipe 
organ in the digital age. Via the platform, you can access hundreds 
of masterpiece pipe organs that have been carefully recorded by a 
handful of various companies doing this work around the world. 

Even though Hauptwerk has existed for 10 years or so, and many of you have at least heard about it, it is 
just now coming to fruition in the hands of traditional pipe organ builders willing to take the plunge. This 
is where META comes in. It is the brain child of pipe organ builder Daniel Lemieux who lives in Argyle, 
NY. He has a big vision for revolutionizing the organ world with virtual organ technology applied using 
sound pipe organ building principals, a standardized console “hardware platform’ and the newest 
innovations in live sound audio technology. The following is excerpted from a recent interview taken 
with Dan:  

“The days of the one-size-fits-all eclectic and generic proprietary technology digital organ are 
coming to an end. The future is curation and dissemination of the master piece organs from 
master organ builders across history and the world. Via touchscreens you can get a console to 
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reconfigure at the push of a button. META means many organs in one. By retaining the ethnic 
and period qualities of a complete instrument (aka a sample set) the organ comes to life again. 
And the quality of the work the people who make the samples are doing gives you every 
wonderful detail of each pipe, including the irregularities or flaw details, which ironically is what 
makes it sound real. Also, the original acoustic has been recorded, which can be adjusted to 
your room, and multiple releases and samples and all sorts of other details that lead to the most 
accurate recorded pipe modeling. It’s a tremendous amount of raw data, and you need a very 
powerful computer to achieve high definition results.  Also the idea of having the original 
acoustic of the organ’s original room for a “virtual” experience, as well as truncating to create a 
‘natural’ sound for the new room, and anything in between those extremes….not to mention 
simply choosing sample sets that are from rooms that closely match the new room in which the 
virtual version will be heard. Of course, it’s all in the execution. The devil’s in the details. You 
need to think like an organ builder to curate or translate these idiosyncratic elements, and 
ultimately narrow down all these options. My experience with acoustic pipe organs is priceless 
for doing this virtual work. There are so many pitfalls along the way and I’ve spent the last two 
years testing a myriad of ideas and equipment. The new speaker tech is amazing. There are 
subwoofers now that can really shake the room with the same visceral feeling of a real, huge 
cathedral organ. As Elbert Hubbard said, “Blessed is the man who has found his work.” I really 
feel that Hauptwerk and its professional application via the META Virtual Organ are going to 
change the pipe organ’s trajectory in modern society. Many places, schools for example, can 
now hear what a big French Cathedral organ sounds and feels like. It’s quite amazing. The Gilead 
organ is quite conceptually humble, but still packs a punch. It plays one sample set, the 1902 
two-manual Cavaille-Coll organ that exists at St. Eucaire (Metz, France), that has been locked 
down with traditional standard hardware rocker tabs. We’ve translated it into English and for 
practical service playing, but you can see the original organ in beautiful graphics and access a 
plethora of control and recording features via a monitor. We actually took a trip to France see 
this organ and many others available via the software in person. This organ proves that starting 
with a great, albeit relatively modest, pipe organ from one of the great masters of our craft, can 
translate across time and liturgy to serve as a solid and inspiring normal parish organ.” 

Please join us for an open console on Saturday April 21st from 9am to 12pm at Gilead Lutheran Church in 
Brunswick, NY where you can play the organ and Dan will be available to answer any questions you may 
have. The organ dedication recital will be held the next day, April 22nd at 3pm. Concert organist Farrell 
Goehring will play a rare performance. The program includes Daniel Gawthrop’s (b. 1949) 
Rodomontade, Percy Fletcher’s (1879-1932) Festival Toccata, Cesar Franck’s (1822-1980) Choral No. 3 in 
A Minor, Johann Sebastian Bach’s (1685-1750) Prelude and Fugue in C Minor, and two hymns. A 
reception will follow.                                                                                                                      Melissa Burbank 

Did you know that after the noon concerts at Proctor’s there is usually 
a tour of the theatre? 
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ENYAGO CHAPTER & OTHER NEARBY EVENTS 

***Friday Noontime Organ Concerts * Free Half-Hour Organ Concerts each Friday at 
12:30, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, State and Lodge Streets, Albany. All are welcome. *** 
 

April 
Saturday, April 7, 3:00 PM * Concert, Works of the German Baroque, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 262 State Street, Albany  For unaccompanied solo violin and cello. Capitol 
Chamber Artists. Mary Lou Saetta, violin; André O’Neil, cello. Tickets $18 ($9 students). 
 
Sunday, April 8, 3:00 PM * Dedicatory Recital of the Harriet Dearden Organ, Taylor 
Auditorium, Schenectady County Community College  Allen digital instrument. Works by Bach, Graun, 
Wagenseil, Duruflé, Andriessen, and Fedak. Al Fedak, organ; Susan Hermance Fedak, mezzo-soprano; Petia 
Kassarova, cello; Bill Meckley, trombone. Free. 
 
Tuesday, April 10, Noon * Free Concert at Proctor’s, Schenectady  Bill Gaillard and Ben Reavis 
play Goldie, the Theatre Organ. Bring your lunch and a friend. 
 
Tuesday, April 10, 5:30 * Service Playing Workshop; 7:30 * Concert, Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, 125 Eagle Street, Albany  David C. Jonies, Organist. Works by Guilmant, 
Handel, Sowerby, and Shearing. Workshop and concert are free.  

 
Wednesday, April 11, 7:00 PM * Songs for Suffrage, Voices for Votes, Carl B. Taylor 
Auditorium, Schenectady County Community College  By the Thursday Musical Club. Historical and 
contemporary songs in honor of NYS passage of women’s suffrage in 1917. Guest artists are Totally Pitchin’, a 
cappella chorus from SCCC, Dawn Standing Woman, and Eric Marczak. Julie Panke, Director and Elinor Farnum, 
Accompanist. Tickets $15, seniors/students $12.  
 
Sunday, April 22, 3:00 PM * Capitol Chamber Artists Concert, Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Albany  Mary Lou Saetta, violin; André O’Neil, cello; Al Fedak, harpsichord. Tickets $18  
($9 students). 
 
Saturday, April 28, 7:30 PM * Goldie’s debut with the Albany Symphony Orchestra, 
Proctor’s, Schenectady 
 
Sunday, April 29, 4:00 PM * Spring Choral Concert, First Presbyterian Church of Glens 
Falls, 400 Glen Street, Glens Falls  Combined choirs of First Presbyterian and Immaculate Conception 
Church, Glenville, with members of the Burnt Hills Oratorio Society, present the Rutter “Requiem” with organ and 
chamber orchestra. Derek Stannard, conductor, and Bryan Kirk, organist. Other works by Fedak, Stainer and Jane 
Marshall will be included in the hour-long program. Suggested donation, $10. The concert will also be presented in 
Immaculate Conception Church, Glenville, on Saturday, April 28 at 7:30 PM. For more info: 518-793-2521 ext 217; 
www.fpcgf.org; or Facebook: First Presbyterian Church of Glens Falls Concerts. 
 

May 
Saturday, May 5, 7:30 PM * A German Requiem, Church of the Immaculate Conception, 400 
Saratoga Road, Glenville  A four-hand piano arrangement of Brahms’ Requiem. Tickets:  $25 adults, 
$15 students. 
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Friday, May 18, 7:00 PM * Scholarship Students’ Recital, ENYAGO Annual Meeting, 
Reception, Zion Lutheran Church, 153 Nott Terrace, Schenectady 
 
Tuesday, May 22, Noon * Free Concert at Proctor’s, Schenectady  Bring your lunch, bring a friend 
and hear Goldie, the Theatre Organ. 
 
 
********************************************************************************************* 

                                                                                                                                                                                    
Please send important 
information, calendar 
notifications, articles 
and photos to me at the 
following email address  
by the 25th of each 
month, so that The 
Clarion will be online 
and in the mail by the 
first day of the new 
month:  

jpearson@nycap.rr.com .              
Joan Pearson 

-----------------------------------    
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
NEW MEMBER 

Dan Foster 
115 Elmgrove Avenue  
Troy, NY 12180 
DanFoster1@gmail.com  

 
ORGANIST/WORSHIP LEADER WANTED! 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Niskayuna, NY 
Desired Abilities: 
   -Able to play both organ and piano 
   -Open to working with other musicians 
   -Open to both traditional and contemporary 
worship music 
   -Able to aid in design of weekly worship 
experiences 
Instruments: 
   -Allen Digital Computer Organ 
   -Baldwin Digital Piano 
Salary: 
   -$125/service 
Contact: 
   -Rev. Matthew Schultz 
    o. 518-346-1958 
    c. 314-440-2168 
email: pastormcschultz@gmail.com  
___________________________________________ 
NOTE AVAILABLILITY: Siri Sokol Milkove 
siribach@gmail.com is available to play for 
weddings and funerals.  

 
MUSIC ON THE WEBSITE:  In addition to the 
week-to-week posting of audio files of sermons, St. 
Peter’s Organist Neil Keen has begun posting 
choral music from each week’s service on the 
church’s website. We invite you to check out 
Sunday morning music from St. Peter’s. Go to 
http://stpeterschurchalbany.org/page/organ_and_chor
al_pieces to hear recent postings. 

 
ORGANMASTER SHOES FOR SALE: Like new, 
black, women’s size 7-1/2. $50. Contact Marian 
Zrelak at 518-767-9072. 
___________________________________________ 
SHAPENOTE SINGING: Experience the old 
harmonies of the Sacred Harp tunebook every 
Wednesday from 6-8 PM in the Great Hall of St. 
George’s Episcopal Church, 30 N. Ferry St., 
Schenectady. More information at 
albanysacredharp.org. Come join us, and let your 
friends who love to sing know about this new 
opportunity. All are welcome. 

 
By way of Edee I received a copy of the first 
newsletter of the Finland Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists. It is very neat . If 
you would like to see it, contact Edee Silva or 
me and we will forward a copy to you. In turn 
we will be sharing the Clarion with Finland! To 
see a clip of their 2017 chapter recital, go to 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=:8ri6tKEi
2M&t  

 
Blessings to all as we celebrate 

this season of Passover and 
Easter.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


