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     From the editor … 
The Clarion is the official 
newsletter of the Eastern New 
York Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists and is 
published monthly ten times 
per year with a combined 
summer issue published on 
June 1. Submissions for The 
Clarion must be sent to the 
editor by the 25th of the month 
prior to publication. The editor 
retains the right and 
responsibility to accept, reject, 
and/or edit any and all 
submissions.  All submissions 
pertaining to the month of 
publication will be printed. 
Submissions pertaining to 
subsequent months will be 
included space permitting. 
 
Submit material to: 
Joan Pearson, editor  
jpearson@nycap.rr.com 
(518) 399-9002 
 
 

h
To promote the organ in its historic and evolving roles, 

to encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music, 
and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration, 

education, and certification of Guild members. 

Dean’s Corner 
 
Due to Andrew’s good fortune to be moving to Miami, I find 
myself in the Dean’s role again after a fifteen-year hiatus. I am 
inspired by Andrew’s passion to make our chapter a source of 
knowledge and fellowship for all members, a direction I intend to 
continue. On behalf of the chapter, I sincerely thank Andrew for 
his contributions to the chapter and wish him all the best in his 
new adventures. Andrew will remain in the area until his last 
public performance in the Capital District, in our Handel Concert 

on March 3rd at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Albany. 
 
Three excellent workshops were presented by Michael Lister, Michael Clement, and Al Fedak at the 
Skills Fair on January 20th. Details are found elsewhere in this issue. A big thanks to Al Fedak for 
organizing and hosting this event. Unfortunately, only a few members attended. The Program 
Committee for next year will consider how to provide educational programs in a way that will 
impact more members. 
 
I hope to see many of you at our upcoming events. See articles in this issue about the Social Hour 
and Used Music Sale on Feb. 23rd, and the Handel concert on March 3rd. These events are great 
opportunities to see old friends and to make new ones, and to enjoy the music we love in the 
company of others who feel the same way. 
 
The nominating committee, led by Edee Silva, is working on a slate of officers and Board members 
for the annual election in May. Please let Edee know if you are interested in filling any of these 
positions, or if you would like to recommend someone who may be interested. We are always 
looking for new people to share their ideas and enthusiasm. 
 
I am honored to be your Dean. My goal is for all members to feel welcome and to find value in their 
experience with the chapter. I’m sure most of you would agree. Please feel free to contact me with 
your thoughts or suggestions. 
 
 Soli Deo Gloria, 
    
  Sue Lohnas,  
Dean, ENYAGO  
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 SKILLS FAIR JAN. 20 
 
   It was a beautiful winter Saturday 
morning – ideal for a trip to Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Albany to enjoy the 
company of ENYAGO members and to 
partake of three excellent workshops. 
   Michael Lister’s workshop on developing 
choral sound in the adult choir outlined the 
joys and challenges of working with church or community singers. He presented the topic 
from both theoretical and practical perspectives. In addition to his own ideas, Michael also 
facilitated a discussion among the attendees about their experiences with choirs. Lots of 
food for thought! 
   Guidelines for keyboardists working with soloists was Michael Clement’s topic. He 
demonstrated how to work with a vocal soloist by role-playing with tenor Joshua Gurwitz. 
Michael also highlighted some collections of vocal solos in various styles. Thanks to Kate 
Storms for having the courage (and the voice) to get up and try some of them with Michael. 
   Al Fedak has a passion for searching out free downloadable organ music from the world 
wide web. He shared a long list of sites and played some beautiful and useful samples of 
music he has found. Extra copies of his hand-outs will be available at the Social Hour and 
Used Music Sale on Feb. 23. 
   A huge thank-you to Al Fedak for organizing and hosting this event!                                  SL 
============================================================================= 

Social Hour and Used Music Sale February 23 
 

It’s time for another social hour and used music sale! We have had 
other events with the same title, but each one is different. Get to 

know your fellow chapter members. Peruse the ever-changing 
used music collection. More donations have occurred since our 
fall event. You might want to sort through your collection and 

donate some to the cause. All proceeds go towards scholarships and other chapter 
programs. This is recycling at its best! There will also be refreshments and copies 
of Al Fedak’s workshop notes on free downloadable organ music from the world 

wide web. 
This is a cheap date for a Friday evening! Just come to Brad Day’s Allen Organ 

Studios at 10 Becker Terrace, Delmar, on Friday, February 23rd, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM. 
THANK YOU to Brad for hosting this event and for storing all that used music in 

his studio. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                
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                                             HANDEL ORGAN CONCERTOS 
 
   The highlight of our program year will be the Handel Organ 
Concertos Concert at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Albany, on 
March 3rd. This is a rare and exciting opportunity to hear five 
of Handel’s concertos, with chamber ensemble, performed by 
our very talented members Agnes Armstrong, Al Fedak, 
Trevor Kahlbaugh, Neil Keen, and Andrew Krystopolski.  

   What can you do to make this event successful? First and foremost, please attend if you 
possibly can. It will be fabulous! Second, please talk it up to your friends and hang the 
poster in your church, place of business, or anywhere else you can think of. Joan Pearson 
sent the poster to everyone a few weeks ago. If you no longer have it, please contact Joan. 
   Here is the press release for this concert, for your information and for you to share as you 
see fit: 
 
   The Eastern NY Chapter of the American Guild of Organists proudly presents a program 
of Handel organ concertos on Saturday, March 3, 2018, at 3:00 PM at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 21 Hackett Blvd., Albany. This is a rare performance of five short concertos for 
organ and chamber orchestra composed by George Frederic Handel circa 1735. These lively 
pieces were written as interludes for performances of Handel’s oratorios at Covent Garden 
in London. Admission fee is adults $10, children under 18 free. 
   Five prominent local organists will each play one concerto, accompanied by a chamber 
ensemble of violins, viola, cello, bass, bassoon, and oboe. The excellent neo-Baroque 
Casavant pipe organ at St. Paul’s is particularly well-suited for these pieces. 
   Featured organists include: 

Agnes Armstrong: Organist and choir director at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Altamont, and Helderberg Reformed Church, Guilderland. Agnes has advanced 
music degrees from SUNY, the College of Saint Rose, and NY University. She has 
published many articles, books, and recordings, and has presented recitals and 
symposia throughout the US and Europe. 
 
Alfred Fedak: Minister of Music and Arts at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
organist/choir director at Congregation Beth Emeth, organist/harpsichordist with 
Capital Chamber Artists, accompanist and composer for Hudson-Mohawk Chorale, 
and organ teacher at Schenectady County Community College. Al is a well-known 
composer with more than 300 organ and choral works in print as well as hymn tunes 
in hymnals throughout the world. 
 
Trevor Kahlbaugh: Organist at First Presbyterian Church, Albany. Trevor is a 
native of the Capital District and was an organ scholar at the Cathedral of All 
Saints in Albany. He has an organ performance degree form Indiana University and 
has performed recitals across the US and Europe. 
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Neil Keen:  Organist and choirmaster at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Albany, since 
1980. Neil is a graduate of Wesleyan University and the Hartt School of Music, and 
received an MMus in organ performance from the Yale School of Music. He holds the 
ARCM diploma from the Royal College of Music, London, and is a Fellow of the 
American Guild of Organists. He and the Choir of St. Peter’s recently returned from 
their seventh trip to England, where the choir was in residence at Chichester 
Cathedral. 
 
Andrew Krystopolski: Organist and choirmaster at St. George’s Episcopal Church 
and accompanist for other local choirs. Andrew is a native of Wilmington, Delaware 
and earned a degree in Sacred Music from Marywood University. This will be 
Andrew’s last public performance in the Capital District before he relocates to 
Miami. 

 
   The American Guild of Organists is the national professional association serving the 
organ and choral music fields, made up of approximately 14,700 members in some 300 
chapters throughout the United States and abroad. The Guild seeks to set and maintain 
high musical standards and to promote understanding and appreciation of all aspects of 
organ and choral music. The Eastern NY Chapter of the Guild consists of 120 organists and 
choir directors in the greater Capital District. 
 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

ENYAGO CHAPTER & OTHER NEARBY EVENTS 
 
***Friday Noontime Organ Concerts * Free Half-Hour Organ Concerts each Friday at 
12:30, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, State and Lodge Streets, Albany. All are welcome. *** 
 
February 
Sunday, February 18, 3:00 PM * Capitol Chamber Artists Concert, Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 262 State Street, Albany  Rarely-heard Baroque masterpieces by Erlebach, Pisendel, Corrette, 
Vivaldi, de la Guerre, McGibbon, and Francis Hopkinson. Mary Lou Saetta, violin; André O’Neil, gamba and cello; 
Al Fedak, organ and harpsichord. Tickets $18, students $9.  
 
Friday, February 23, 7:00-9:00 PM * ENYAGO Social Hour and Used Music Sale, Allen 
Organ Studios, 10 Becker Terrace, Delmar 
 
Saturday, February 24, 7:30 PM * The Glory of the Renaissance, Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, 400 Saratoga Road, Glenville  Auriel Camerata sings music of Heinrich Schütz, Walter 
Lambe, William Byrd, Orlando Gibbons, and Thomas Tomkins. Tickets $25 adults; $15 students. 
 
Sunday, February 25, 3:00 PM * A Service of Meditation on Gabriel Faure’s “Requiem”, St. 
George’s Episcopal Church, 30 N. Ferry Street, Schenectady  Andrew Krystopolski, Conductor; 
Brandon Dumas, Organist; Christopher Trombley, Baritone; Kali Rose Moran, Soprano; Karlinda Caldicott, Harpist; 
Ann Marie Barker-Schwartz, Violinist; Rev. Matthew Stromberg, Officiant. Sung by the St. Cecilia Choir and 
Friends.  
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Tuesday, February 27, Noon * Free Concert at Proctor’s, Schenectady  Nixon McMillan and 
Claudia Bracaliello play Goldie, the Theatre Organ. 
 

March 
Saturday, March 3, 3:00 PM * Five Handel Organ Concertos, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
21 Hackett Blvd., Albany  Organists Agnes Armstrong, Trevor Kahlbaugh, Al Fedak, Neil Keen, and Andrew 
Krystopolski. Admission $10, children under 18 free. 
 
Wednesday, March 7, 7:00 PM * Lent Taizé Service, St. John the Evangelist and St. 
Joseph’s, Rensselaer  Come join the choirs of Sacred Heart (Mark Brockley), Holy Spirit (Tim Dowling), St. 
Mary’s (Carl Hackert), and St. John/Joseph’s (Edee Silva) in a Lent Taizé service of prayer, song and 
contemplation. Refreshments to follow. 
 
Sunday, March 11, 4:00 PM * Concert, St. Patrick’s RC Church, 347 Main Street, Oneida  
Organist Al Fedak in concert with the Oneida Area Civic Chorale, Kimberly Nethaway, director. The program will 
include several of Al’s works, including REQUIEM: FOR US THE LIVING. Admission $10.  
 
Sunday, March 18, 3:00 PM * Choral Concert, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 262 State 
Street, Albany  Including REQUIEM by Maurice Duruflé, performed by the Westminster Church Choir and the 
Siena College Chamber Choir with orchestra. Timothy Reno conducts. Soloists Susan Fedak and Siddharth Dubey, 
organist Al Fedak. Freewill offering. 
 
Sunday, March 18, 3:00 PM * Bach Birthday Concert, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 21 
Hackett Blvd., Albany  Prelude & Fugue in b minor followed by Mass in b minor (Kyrie & Gloria sections). 
Performed by Steven Rosenberry and the Choir of St. Paul’s with chamber orchestra. Admission $15; seniors $12; 
students free. 
 
Tuesday, March 20, Noon * Free Concert at Proctor’s, Schenectady Pamela Sharpe and Helen 
Maksymicz play Goldie, the Theatre Organ. 
********************************************************************************************* 

                                                                                                                                                                                    
Please send important 
information, calendar 
notifications, articles 
and photos to me at the 
following email address  
by the 25th of each 
month, so that The 
Clarion will be online 
and in the mail by the 
first day of the new 
month:  

jpearson@nycap.rr.com .              
Joan Pearson 

-------------    
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

NEW MEMBER 
Michael T. Linke 
172 Valley Woods Road 
Bolton Landing, NY 12814 
518-240-6148 
michael.t.linke@gmail.com 

NOTE AVAILABLILITY: Siri Sokol Milkove 
siribach@gmail.com is available to play for 
weddings and funerals.  

 
MUSIC ON THE WEBSITE:  In addition to the 
week-to-week posting of audio files of sermons, St. 
Peter’s Organist Neil Keen has begun posting 
choral music from each week’s service on the 
church’s website. We invite you to check out 
Sunday morning music from St. Peter’s. Go to 
http://stpeterschurchalbany.org/page/organ_and_chor
al_pieces to hear recent postings. 

 
ORGANMASTER SHOES FOR SALE: Like new, 
black, women’s size 7-1/2. $50. Contact Marian 
Zrelak at 518-767-9072. 

 
JOB OPENING:  First Presbyterian Church in 
Johnstown has an opening for an organist/choir 
director beginning January 1, 2018. Position 
involves one Sunday service, one adult choir and 
occasional youth programs. Two-manual Carey 
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pipe organ. Contact Rev. Leonard Sponaugle for 
details at 518-762-8263 or at 
pastor@johnstownpresbyterian.org.  

 
FREE PIANO AND BENCH: Small Wiesner 
Upright. Needs some work but is still playable. 
Available from St. Joseph’s Church, 600 Lafayette 
St., Schenectady. Easy removal from ground level 
to street (no stairs). Call Mark Reilly 518-331-
8047. 

 
SHAPENOTE SINGING: Experience the old 
harmonies of the Sacred Harp tunebook every 
Wednesday from 6-8 PM in the Great Hall of St. 
George’s Episcopal Church, 30 N. Ferry St., 
Schenectady. More information at 
albanysacredharp.org. Come join us, and let your 
friends who love to sing know about this new 
opportunity. All are welcome. 

 
JOB OPENING: Altamont Reformed Church is 
seeking a Music Director who would be both 
Choir Director and Organist. Find details at 
altamontreformed.org or on our website, 
www.enyago.org. No password needed. 

 
FOR SALE: Perfect condition Ahlborn Galanti 
SL250 Classic Digital Organ, c. 2000. AGO 
specifications. Two manuals and full pedalboard, 
with 8 thumb and toe combination pistons and 
reversible couplers, digitally sampled voices (with 
several voicings available for each stop), various 
available temperament settings, programmable 
TUTTI and Crescendo. Roll-top key desk cover w/ 
lock. Terrific internal speakers with master 
volume/reverb control in addition to external 
speaker output (no external speakers included). 
   Lovingly used and cared for by original owner, 
and kept in clean, climate-controlled environment. 
Has never been moved from original location in 
house, and the dark wood grain finish is entirely 
unblemished. Has always been plugged into a 
surge protector and power filter (also included if 
desired). Transport arrangements are flexible and 
negotiable for local/regional sale. 
   Asking $4,000. For more information, please 
contact Brandon Dumas at bldumas@gmail.com. 
Photos and stops available at www.enyago.org.  

 
 
 
 

If you are interested in being an 
ENYAGO officer or board member, 
or if you know of someone who is 

interested, please contact Edee 
Silva. 

Early registration for the Kansas 
City Convention extends until 

March 31. Go to 
info@agokc2018.com to learn 

more. 
_________________________________________  


