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     From the editor … 

The Clarion is the official 

newsletter of the Eastern 

New York Chapter of the 

American Guild of Organists 

and is published monthly ten 

times per year with a 

combined summer issue 

published on June 1. 

Submissions for The Clarion 

must be sent to the editor by 

the 25th of the month prior to 

publication. The editor 

retains the right and 

responsibility to accept, 

reject, and/or edit any and all 

submissions.  All 

submissions pertaining to the 

month of publication will be 

printed. Submissions 

pertaining to subsequent 

months will be included 

space permitting. 

       Submit material to: 

Kate Storms, editor  

katherinestorms@gmail.com 

 

h
To promote the organ in its historic and evolving roles, 

to encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music, 

and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration, 

education, and certification of Guild members. 
 

 

Dean’s Corner 
 

February 20, 7:00 p.m., the chapter is invited to attend a concert 

in honor of Wayne Leupold and his foundation, supporting the 

appreciation and advancement of the organ and organ music.  

AGO members Elinore Farnum, Justan Foster, Bryan Kirk, Chuck 

Powers, Larry Roff and two of our youngest members, Kira 

Garvie and George Scherck, will perform.  Come, and you will be 

encouraged about the present and future state of the King of Instruments!   

 

On Saturday morning, Mr. Leupold will lead a workshop entitled, “Moving from the 

Piano to the Organ Bench.  This workshop will provide a good opportunity to 

introduce local pianists to the organ.  Invite pianists—church pianists, keyboard 

players in local bands, keyboard players in local musical theaters,  jazz pianists, 

accompanists for choral groups, piano teachers, your piano students of any age!      

 

The chapter warmly welcomes John Button as a returning member!  His contact 

information is in the password-protected areas of enyago.org and agohq.org. 

 

There are now four entrants for the Quimby RCYO on March 28, all well-qualified 

and under the age of 24.  See Justan Foster’s article (p. 3).  Please plan to come to 

Glens Falls to hear these performances.  One of the required selections for each 

candidate will be to lead the congregation with a hymn—the bigger the audience, 

the greater will be the encouragement to these talented students.  

 

May 3, Diane Bish will be giving a recital at Immaculate Conception, East 

Glenville, to dedicate their new Allen Organ.  If you would like to support bringing 

Diane Bish to the Capital District, please send a contribution to ENYAGO c/o 

Michael Ricchiuti, with “Bish Concert Fund” in the memo line. 

 

May your music warm the hearts of many during these cold winter months! 

Edee Silva, CAGO 
 

http://www.enyago.org/
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CHAPTER AND OTHER NEARBY AGO EVENTS 

 

Friday, February 20, 7:00 p.m.  Concert in honor of Wayne Leupold. 
Elinore Farnum, Justan Foster, Kira Garvie Bryan Kirk, Chuck Powers, Larry Roff and George 

Scherck perform.  Reception after the concert.  First Presbyterian Church, Schenectady (209 

Union St.).  Free-will donation to benefit the non-profit Leupold Foundation. 

 

Saturday, February 21, 9:30 a.m. to noon 

Moving from the Piano to the Organ Bench with Wayne Leupold 
First Presbyterian Church, Schenectady (209 Union St.).  Great opportunity to introduce your 

pianist friends to the organ.  Coffee and snacks in fellowship hall, followed by presentation in the 

sanctuary.  Elinore Farnum and Larry Roff, hosts. 

 

Saturday, February 21, 2015 • Merrimack Jubilee 
Beginning at 8:30 a.m, ending at 3:30 p.m., at the First Calvary Baptist Church, 586 Mass Ave., 

North Andover, MA.  There will be eight workshops (choice of four), an organ demonstration 

and a delicious lunch.  Fee is $30.00.  Brochure is at: <www.merrimackago.com> or  

<www.agohq.org/wp-content/uploads/ 2014/12/ MVAGO-Jubilee-brochure.pdf>.  Call Alain 

Boharski (978) 263-3979 or email <MVAGOJubileer@gmail.com> with any questions. 

 

Saturday, March 7, noon – 3:00 p.m. Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
St. Puis X Catholic Church, Loudonville (23 Crumitie Rd.).  Come and be inspired by young 

people’s responses to this introduction to the organ.  Charles Jones and Andrew Krystopolski, 

hosts.  (See article on page 3 by Charles Jones.) 

 

Saturday, March 28, 11:00 a.m. 

Quimby Regional Competition for Young Organists 
First Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls (400 Glen St.).  Come and support some of the best young 

regional artists as they perform.  Bryan Kirk, host.  Justan Foster, competition chair.  (See article 

on page 3 by Justan Foster.) 

 

 

Regional Events: 

 

Tuesday, February 3, 12 noon • HMATOS Concert at Proctor’s 
Noontime concert by the Hudson Mohawk Chapter of the American Theatre Organ Society 

featuring Goldie the Mighty Wurlitzer Organ on the main stage of Proctors Theatre, 

Schenectady—Claudia Bracaliello, Rob Kleinschmidt and Carl Hackert perform. 

 

 

 

http://www.enyago.org/
http://www.merrimackago.com/
http://www.agohq.org/wp-content/uploads/
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Fridays at 12:30 p.m. • Half-hour concerts at St. Peter’s 
Church Organist Neil Keen and guest performers present free half-hour concerts at St. Peter’s 

Protestant Episcopal Church, 107 State St., Albany. 

 

Sunday, February 8, 2:00 p.m.• Union College Jazz Ensemble 
Directed by Chapter member Tim Olsen, the Union College Jazz Ensemble, with special guest 

Hot Club of Saratoga, will perform at the Fred L. Emerson Auditorium, Taylor Music Center, at 

Union College.  Free.  

 

Tuesday, February 17 at noon •Velocity Horns 
The Velocity Horns (horn quartet) plays for free, Tuesdays at Noon concerts at St. Paul’s 

(Episcopal) Church, 58 3
rd

 Street, Troy.  Free admission/free-will donation. 

 

 

Quimby Regional Competition for Young Organists 

by Justan Foster 

Our chapter has the distinction of being part of the 2015 Quimby Regional Competition for 

Young Organists.  We have had a fantastic start!  We not only had the first registrant for the 

competition nationally, but also have the most competitors of any host chapter in the Northeast 

Region and an organ that will truly allow them to show their very best.  We are also one of very 

few chapters to be able to offer cash prizes that match those of the regional competition: 

$1,000.00 for first place, and $500.00 for second place.  This has been a huge undertaking and 

the response by both Allen Organ Studios of Glenville and our own membership shows a 

wonderful commitment to future organists and educational programs.  Our next step is showing 

up to support the competitors, and, as there have been a number of changes to the rules, to help 

them by singing for the hymn portion of their performance.  Please consider attending this event 

and bringing a friend along! 

 

Pedals, Pipes and Pizza on March 7
th 

by Charles Jones 

 

We invite all young people to join us for Pedals, Pipes, & Pizza on Saturday, March 7, 12 noon - 

3 p.m. at St Pius X Church, 23 Crumitie Road in Loudonville . We will explore the organ 

console and its controls, blow on some pipes, look inside the pipe chambers, see a video of an 

organ being built, and enjoy a pizza party at the end.  Please, invite any young people you know, 

especially young keyboard and music students!  Call Charles Jones for info: 339-6297. 
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Chapter Membership Update 

Our chapter made it through the first year of the new ONCARD 

registration system with flying colors.  Similar to National results, 

renewals were more timely than ever before.  I'm very thankful for your 

help in adjusting to the new process this past year.  It will seem like a 

distant memory when we begin again in a few short months! 

Our overall membership is almost identical to last year at this point in 

time.  We are holding strong at 128 members!  Don't forget to always ask 

around because some of your friends may love to jump on board to take 

advantage of all the Guild has to offer.  I appreciate your willingness to 

assist in new member recruitment! 

 

Thanks again for all your support! 

 

Michael Ricchiuti, Treasurer & Registrar 
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Moving from the Piano to the Organ Bench 

February 20, 7:00 p.m. and February 21, 9:30 a.m., First 

Presbyterian Church, Schenectady, the chapter welcomes music 

publisher Wayne Leupold to the Capital District.  We will begin 

with a Friday concert featuring chapter members Elinore 

Farnum, Justan Foster, Kira Garvie, Bryan Kirk, Chuck Powers, 

Larry Roff and George Scherck, followed by a light reception in 

the fellowship hall.  Please invite friends! 

Saturday morning, Wayne Leupold will lead us in a workshop, 

“Moving from the Piano to the Organ Bench.”  This workshop 

will provide a good opportunity to introduce your pianist friends 

to the organ.  Those who have already been sitting on the organ 

bench for a while will also benefit from some of the fresh, new repertoire ideas Leupold will introduce.  

We will begin the event with coffee and sweet rolls in the fellowship hall of First Presbyterian Church.  

Wayne Leupold holds a B.M. and a B.A. “with distinction” from Valparaiso University, Indiana and an 

M.M. in organ performance from Syracuse University.  He pursued additional study at Eastman and the 

University of Michigan.  Mr. Leupold has lectured and performed at AGO and OHS regional and national 

conventions.  In total, he has edited over 300 volumes of organ music, including The Organist’s 

Companion.  He has published numerous articles, and in 1996, Valparaiso University awarded Wayne 

Leupold its Distinguished Alumnus Award, in recognition of significant personal and professional 

accomplishments. 

In addition to founding Wayne Leupold Editions in 1989, Leupold has also founded a non-profit, 

charitable organization dedicated to the advancement and appreciation of the organ and organ music, 

offering grants for research and educational events, and much more.  For more information, see: 

http://www.wayneleupold.com/leupold-foundation 

 

Used Music “Fire Sale” 

We will have a used music “fire sale” at First Presbyterian Church, 209 Union St, Schenectady on 

February 20 during the reception after the concert, and on February 21 before and after the workshop 

on Saturday morning. You may fill a grocery bag full of music for a mere $25!  There are many 

outstanding selections to choose from.  In addition, there will be free CD’s and music, donated by 

chapter member, Larry Roff.  See you there! 

http://www.enyago.org/
http://www.wayneleupold.com/leupold-foundation
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Music at Waller Hall 
by Charles Olegar 

Greetings! 

 

Most if not all of you receiving this are quite possibly if not probably aware of the weekly 

classical music radio show MUSIC FROM WALLER HALL, airing on WBTN-am.1370 on your 

radio (Bennington, VT), the broadcast schedule being Sundays at noon and 6:00 p.m., and 

streamed on the station’s website, wbtnam.org.  Since the first Sunday, in November I have been 

hosting this half-hour program, along with appearing as a regular performer in a format seeking 

to showcase our region’s treasure trove of classical music talent, for the most part recorded in 

Waller Hall.  Within another couple months or less,  Music from Waller Hall archived shows 

should be accessible on WBTN’s website (wbtn.org), which presently is in a re-construction 

mode.  If you have not yet heard a show, please let me know, and I’ll mail you a sampler. 

 

A brief word about Waller Hall:   Waller Hall, by the way, is a quite-amazing building that was 

constructed around 1980 by the late Robert Waller, a leading recording engineer for Columbia 

Records, on an 85-acre farm he purchased in Hoosick, NY, as a weekend getaway from 

Manhattan.  The clapboard 40x60, high-ceilinged structure looks like a chapel sitting in a little 

meadow, surrounded by woods and cornfields in the scenic foothills of the Green 

Mountains.  Waller, initially trained as an organist, placed three pipe organs in the hall, one of 

which remains and has been serving as my principal recording instrument since this past summer, 

when I first learned of the place.  Waller Hall’s chief attribute is its acoustics, which are nothing 

sort of fabulous.   

 

An opportunity to meet one of our “key players” (no pun intended!):   Much in keeping with this 

theme, I would draw your attention to a superb “mini-documentary” on the amazing house organ 

of one of Music at Waller Hall’s best friends, John Richards, who -- while working a day job as a 

system designer of mammoth printing presses -- pursued his hobby of building pipe organs, even 

going so far, upon his recent retirement, as to apprentice himself for a year to the firm that 

maintains Paris’s famous organ of Notre Dame.  John has “organ chops” of his own, as revealed 

in the documentary.  I had met John, who resides in SE New Hampshire, as one of the many 

visitors to Bennington’s Old First Church, following an organ recital I gave a couple summers 

ago, after which we maintained contact.   This past June, when I first became involved with 

Waller Hall, John responded most generously and dramatically to the challenge of incepting the 

restoration of the 1962 Carlson-Marklove organ on which I record for Music from Waller 

Hall.  This past Thanksgiving saw my wife Jane and me visiting John and Karolyn Richards, at 

which time I enthusiastically made the acquaintance of his quite amazing instrument (on which I 

hope to record material for a future show or two).  Here’s the link – you will be impressed! 

 

              <http://www.wmur.com/new-hampshire-chronicle/monday-january-12th-home-for-a-

musical->                

 

MUSIC FROM WALLER HALL airs each Sunday at noon and 6:00 p.m. on WBTN.am-1370, 

streamed as well (wbtnam.org).  Do become a listener if you aren’t already! 

 

http://www.enyago.org/
http://wbtnam.org/
http://wbtn.org/
http://www.wmur.com/new-hampshire-chronicle/monday-january-12th-home-for-a-musical-
http://www.wmur.com/new-hampshire-chronicle/monday-january-12th-home-for-a-musical-
http://wbtnam.org/
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Reminders 

Registration is open for the New Haven Regional June 18 – July 1, 2015. 

http://www.newhavenago2015.org/ 

“The New Haven Chapter is thrilled to invite you to our exciting city for a convention of stellar 

artists, over thirty inspiring workshops and lots of collegial fun.  Featured performers include: 

Diane Meredith Belcher, Peter Richard Conte, Ahreum Han, Martin Jean and Thomas Murray.  

We present a wealth of ensembles, a hymn festival and first-class banquet entertainment.  You 

can also experience the famous New Haven restaurant scene and take a bus trip to the scenic 

coastal town of Stonington.  We are fortunate to present this convention in cooperation with the 

Yale Institute of Sacred Music.  Yale offers unique resources, including Woolsey Hall, 

Marquand Chapel, a special library exhibit and tours of the wonderful Yale Instrument 

Collection. 

Early registration discount is available through March 1. www.NewHavenAGO2015.org   

Those without computers can see details on pages 8 and 40 of The American Organist, February 

issue. 

Student Scholarships 

The Greater Bridgeport Chapter of the AGO has generously offered a number of student 

scholarships for the convention.  Full-time students may apply.  First-come, first-served waivers 

of the registration and banquet fees are available.  Contact Maryann McCary at 

Registrar@NewHasvenAGO2015.org. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Montreal Regional Convention, June 30 to July 7, 2017 – Fairmont 

Queen Elizabeth  

In 2017, the Annual Convention of the Royal Canadian College of Organists (RCCO) will be 

held in Montreal as a joint convention with the American Guild of Organists, Northeast Region 

(formerly Regions I and II). 

The convention will run from July 2-7, 2017 with the Fairmont Queen Elizabeth as the 

convention hotel. 

 

 

 

http://www.enyago.org/
http://www.newhavenago2015.org/
http://www.newhavenago2015.org/
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Choral Workshop, led by 
Iteke Prins  
January 31, St. John the Evangelist 
and St. Joseph, Rensselaer 
 

Pictured, right to left: 
Back Row: Bob McNulty, Justan 
Foster, Larry Roff, Elinore Farnum, 
Margaret Randall, Charlotte Palmeri, 
Edith Sankowski 
Front row:  Kate Storms, Connie 
Scofield, Lorraine Nelson Wolf 
Not pictured:  Iteke Prins, Claudia 
Bracaliello, Edee Silva

 

 

 

 

              George Scherck, January 23, 
             St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Albany 

        Tim Olsen, January 13, 
      Troy Savings Music Hall 

Pictures from January Events! 

http://www.enyago.org/
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From the editor … 

 

 
Please send important information, 

calendar notifications, articles and photos 

to me at the following email address: 

katherinestorms@gmail.com  by the 25
th

 

of each month, so that The Clarion will be 

online and/or in the mail by the first day 

of the following month. 

Kate Storms 

_________________________________ 

Jobs Listing Reminder 

 
Remember that current jobs are listed on the 

Eastern New York Chapter AGO website.  

Go to www.enyago.org.  Click on the sub-

heading “Chapter.”  Click on “job listings” 

on the pull-down menu.  You are required to 

log in.  The password is still the same.  A 

password reminder will be sent via e-mail, 

along with this month’s Clarion. 
 

Position open listings are provided free of 

charge, as a service to our members and to 

employing institutions.  Openings are posted 

in the password-protected area of 

www.enyago.org. The chapter cannot accept 

responsibility for the accuracy of the 

material.  Ads will run for two months 

unless or until word is received that a given 

position has been filled.  Material may be 

submitted by e-mail to joeyfala@gmail.com.  

Please use “Eastern NY AGO Chapter” in 

the subject line. 

__________________________________ 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Advertise in The Clarion 

Full Page: $75 

1/2 Page: $50 

1/4 Page: $35 

1/8 Page: $25 

http://www.enyago.org/
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