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     From the editor … 

The Clarion is the official 

newsletter of the Eastern 

New York Chapter of the 

American Guild of Organists 

and is published monthly ten 

times per year with a 

combined summer issue 

published on June 1. 

Submissions for The Clarion 

must be sent to the editor by 

the 25th of the month prior to 

publication. The editor 

retains the right and 

responsibility to accept, 

reject, and/or edit any and all 

submissions.  All 

submissions pertaining to the 

month of publication will be 

printed. Submissions 

pertaining to subsequent 

months will be included 

space permitting. 

 

Submit material to: 

Kate Storms, editor  

katherinestorms@gmail.com 

(518) 427-7168 

h
To promote the organ in its historic and evolving roles, 

to encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music, 

and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration, 

education, and certification of Guild members. 
 

Dean’s Corner 
 

Welcome back!  I hope you had a great summer, resting, traveling, 

playing the organ, singing, and maybe doing a little planning for fall.  

Boston 2014 was attended by several people from our chapter, and 

plans are already underway for the next regional—set for June 28-July 

1, 2015 in New Haven, CT.  Lars Gjerde, convention chair said, 

“Planning the convention has been a great thing for our chapter.  It has 

brought many new people onboard who had not been active—some had 

not even been members before.  It has been a wonderful process.” 

 

Our chapter and local churches offer many opportunities to hear outstanding artists.  Mark 

Laubach recently performed an expressive and virtuosic recital at St. George’s Episcopal 

Church.  He also led an informative master class on creative hymn playing, which was 

ENYAGO’s first program event for the 2014-15 year.  Another world-class artist, West 

Point’s Craig Williams, will present a recital and workshop at First Reformed Church of 

Scotia on October 4 and 5. (Details, page three).  Our chapter’s next program event will be a 

joint meeting with the Hudson-Mohawk Theatre Organ Society.  Come, enjoy a catered 

reception and dinner (reservations required), followed by the opportunity to hear or play 

“spooktacular” music on “Goldie,” Proctor’s Wurlitzer.  (Details, page two.) 

 

Congratulations to chapter member Charles Giglio, who has received the State Teacher of 

the Year award.  Hired to phase out the Latin program in Gloversville schools, his Latin 

classes are now filled to capacity.  It would be great to see this inspiring success story 

replicated in the world of organ music.  Like Latin, some view organ music as a “dead” art 

form that should be phased out.  Taking inspiration from Charles Giglio’s success, our 

chapter might consider hosting a Pipe Organ Encounter (POE) in 2016.  A POE could be 

called a summer music camp for young pianists and organists.  Educational and a lot of fun, 

it could inspire many fine young students to continue their musical studies. It could also 

have the same revitalizing effect on our chapter that planning the regional convention in 

Connecticut has had on the New Haven chapter. 

 

We offer a warm welcome to new chapter members Patricia Ricchiuti and Avery C. 

Tunningley.  Thank you to all who have faithfully renewed.  Your dues make it possible for 

ENYAGO to bring many fine artists to the Capital District. 

 

Here’s to a wonderful year of music!  

Edee Silva, Dean 
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2014-2015 CHAPTER PROGRAMS 
Saturday, September 20, 10-12. Organ workshop with Mark Laubach, “Creative Hymn 

Playing.”            
St. George’s Episcopal Church, Schenectady (30 N. Ferry St.)  Andrew Krystopolski, host. 

 

Monday, October 20, 6-9 pm.  Wine and cheese reception, catered dinner and 

“Spooktacular” music on Proctor’s Wurlitzer, “Goldie.”  Event will be held on the stage at 

Proctor’s Theatre, Schenectady. Enter Proctor’s at the stage door.  Joint meeting with the 

Hudson-Mohawk chapter of the American Theatre Organ Society.  Reservations required.   

 

Wine, cheese and crackers, fruit punch, veggie and fruit trays, followed by catered hot buffet 

dinner, including meat/fish choices, starch, vegetables, tossed and Caesar salad, bread and 

seasonal dessert. 

 

Make $30.00 per person checks out to Hudson-Mohawk Theatre Organ Society.  Write your 

name and “AGO” on the memo line.  Invite a friend or your spouse! 

 

Send checks by October 13 to: 

Norene Grose 

41 Hollandale Lane Apt A 

Clifton Park, NY 12065 

For those who cannot come to dinner, we anticipate that the Spooktacular part will start about 

8:00 pm.  If you would like to play Goldie, let Carl Hackert know at carl_hackert@yahoo.com.  

Due to the busy schedule at Proctor’s, there will be no time to practice on Goldie in advance, so 

just come, play if you want, and enjoy the evening! 

 

Monday, October 20
th

 Proctor’s event preceded by used music sale from 5-6 pm at John 

Schreiner’s workshop, 9 Yates St., Schenectady. 
 

Sunday, November 9, 3 pm.  Concert in honor of Al and Sue Fedak’s 25 years at 

Westminster.                                             

Westminster Presbyterian Church, Albany (262 State St.).  Concert at Westminster; reception 

and dinner at the Fort Orange Club.  For details and reservations, a separate e-mail will be sent.  

 

Saturday, January 24, 10 am to noon.  Lent, Holy Week & Easter Hymns as Anthems for 

Small Choirs, with Laurel Westover and Iteke Prins                                         
Parish of St. John the Evangelist and St. Joseph, Rensselaer (50 Herrick St.).   We will sing and 

learn new repertoire presented by locally published and other hymn text writers and hymn tune 

composers.  Edee Silva, host.   

    

Saturday, February 21, 9:30-noon.  Moving from the Piano to the Organ Bench with 

Wayne Leupold.   
First Presbyterian Church, Schenectady (209 Union St.).  Great opportunity to introduce your 

pianist friends to the organ.  Coffee and snacks, followed by presentation.   

Elinore Farnum and Larry Roff, hosts. 

 

http://www.enyago.org/
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Chapter Programs (continued) 

 

Saturday, March 7, 12-3 pm 

Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
St. Pius X Roman Catholic Church, Loudonville (23 Crumitie Rd.).  Come and be inspired by 

young people’s responses to this introduction to the organ.   

Hosts, Charles Jones and Andrew Krystopolski 

 

Friday, March 28.  Quimby Regional Competition for Young Organists 
First Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls (400 Glen St.).  Come and support some of our best young 

regional artists as they perform. 

Bryan Kirk, host.  Justan Foster, competition chair.   

 

Friday, May 1, 7:30 pm and Saturday, May 2, 10-12.  Steven Ball, Atlantic City Boardwalk 

Hall organist, presents Friday night concert and Saturday morning workshop on 

improvisation.  
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Albany (262 State St.) The Boardwalk Hall organ is the 

largest pipe organ ever constructed.  

Iteke Prins and Al Fedak, hosts. 

 

Saturday, May 16, 11 am.  Scholarship Students and Teachers Recital and Annual Meeting. 
Zion Lutheran Church, Schenectady (153 Nott Terrace).  Alfred Fedak, Kira Garvie (student); 

Neil Keen, Silas Strich (student). Lunch / Annual meeting to follow (venue TBD). 

 

Tuesday, June 16, 7:30 pm.  John Scott of Saint Thomas Church NYC in Recital.  
Internationally acclaimed organist at First Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls (400 Glen St.).  

Bryan Kirk, host. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Regional Events: 
 

Saturday, October 4 -- 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.—Service Playing Workshop 
Inspired Service Playing and Hymnody.  Craig S. Williams, Organist/Choirmaster at the West Point 

Cadet Chapel, USMA, presents practical solutions and suggestions for the part-time organist and full-time 

worship leader. First Reformed Church, Scotia (224 N Ballston Ave.).Workshop is free. 

 

Sunday, October 5 – 4:00 p.m. Craig S. Williams Recital 
Commemorating the first anniversary of the IV/132 June Selke Memorial Organ. First Reformed Church, 

Scotia (224 N Ballston Ave). Recital is free and open to the public. 

 

Sunday, October 19--4:00 p.m.  Quattro Piano!   
John Benware, Bryan Kirk and Todd Simmons play four Steinways.  First Presbyterian Church, Glens 

Falls (400 Glen St.) 

 

 

http://www.enyago.org/
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Sunday, October 26 – 3:00 p.m. -- Piffaro, The Renaissance Band 
The first concert of the First United Methodist Church of Schenectady, (603 State Street, Schenectady) 

2014-15 Concert Series. The world renowned pied-pipers of early music.  Instrumentation includes: 

shawms, dulcians, sackbuts, recorders, krumhorns, bagpipes, lutes, guitars, harps, and a variety of 

percussion. www.piffaro.org.  The concert is free and all are welcomed to attend. 

 

Sunday, November 2 – 5:00 p.m. -- Choirs to Join for All Souls Evensong 

Service 
The choirs of St. George’s Episcopal and First Reformed, Schenectady, with singers from First United 

Presbyterian Church in Troy will come together on Sunday, November 2 at 5:00 pm for a service of All 

Souls Evensong at First Reformed Church, 8 N. Church St. in the Stockade. Music will include “And I 

Saw a New Heaven” by Edgar Bainton, “Stay With Us” by Egil Hovland, and the “Magnifcat and Nunc 

Dimittis in B flat” by John Stainer. Andrew Krystopolski will be the organist and Julie Panke will direct 

the choirs. 

 

Saturday, November 15–4:00 p.m.  Justan Foster Piano Recital 
Justan Foster, Organist at First Reformed Church of Scotia (224 N Ballston Ave.), presents works of Bach, 

Liszt, Debussy, Grieg and others. Olivia Munson, ESYO, guest violinist. Recital is free and open to the 

public. 

 

 

Charlie Giglio named Teacher of the Year 

Gloversville High Latin teacher Charles Giglio, 

center, sits with his wife, Patricia Giglio, before 

receiving the New York State Teacher of the 

Year award on Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2014, at the 

State Education Building in Albany, N.Y. 

 

From the Albany Times Union – Tuesday, 

September 16, 2014 

Charles Giglio’s Latin class is filled to capacity 

almost every semester. 

From time to time his small dog, Tanner, 

wanders around his Gloversville classroom, in 

which posters of faraway lands cover the walls. 

Kids choose to take Latin with him because he 

“explains everything” and “makes you excited,” 

11
th
-grader Cameron Stewart said. 

And his passion for teaching has made an impact, 

enough to land Giglio the state’s 2015 Teacher 

of the Year award from the state Board of 

Regents Tuesday afternoon. 

“Without a doubt, he deserves this,” Stewart said. 

“Kids always recognize him, walk up to him and 

shake his hand.” 

Giglio, who teaches middle school and high 

school classes in the Gloversville Enlarged 

School District, was presented a certificate of 

recognition by Regents Chancellor Merryl Tisch 

and Education Commissioner John King. He 

also received the Thomas Sobol Award and the 

David Johnson Award, both of which were 

created as annual gifts for recipients of the 

Teacher of the Year award. 

“It’s been 73 years from the Lower East Side of 

Manhattan,” Giglio said to the board and those 

gathered for his recognition, recalling a 

childhood with parents who stressed education 

from a young age. Today, his family continues 

to work in education, as his son, Thomas, serves 

as the director for English as a Second Language 

and Refugee Programs in the City School 

District of Albany.  (Continued on page 5.) 

http://www.enyago.org/
http://www.piffaro.org/
http://www.timesunion.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Charles+Giglio%22
http://www.timesunion.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Cameron+Stewart%22
http://www.timesunion.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Merryl+Tisch%22
http://www.timesunion.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22John+King%22
http://www.timesunion.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22City+School+District+of+Albany%22
http://www.timesunion.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22City+School+District+of+Albany%22
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Teacher of the Year (continued):   

 

“Needless to say, we love education,” he said 

with a laugh. 

Those who work with Giglio speak highly of his 

teaching abilities and knack for connecting 

with students. 

Superintendent Michael Vanyo said Gloversville 

is lucky to have Giglio, who sustained a tenure 

of more than 50 years in education. 

“Mr. Giglio is more than just a great teacher; he 

exemplifies the commitment and dedication 

necessary to achieve excellence in 21
st
-century 

education,” Vanyo said in a prepared statement. 

“The impact that a dedicated professional like 

Mr. Giglio can have on his students — and 

students and teachers districtwide — is 

beyond measure.” 

Giglio, who has taught in Gloversville for nine 

years, currently teaches Latin for grades 8 to 12 

and lives in Guilderland with his wife, Patricia. 

He increased enrollment in the Latin program 

after his first semester in the district after taking 

it over to effectively phase out the program. 

However, the program was so successful under 

Giglio’s leadership that it has become a staple 

for Gloversville and is now connected with the 

University at Albany to allow students to earn 

college credits for their coursework. 

“I heard nothing but good things,” Kyle Fonda, a 

10
th
-grade student of Giglio’s, said, 

acknowledging that Latin isn’t always the top 

subject choice for most high school students. 

“You learn about a lot more than Latin.” 

Giglio holds permanent state certifications in 

elementary education, secondary English and 

Latin, as well as school building administrator 

and school district administrator. [Grab your 

reader’s attention with a great quote from the 

document or use this space to emphasize a key 

point. To place this text box anywhere on the 

page, just drag it.] 

In his role as Teacher of the Year, he will have 

the opportunity to share his love of education 

and teaching with schools and faculty statewide. 

 

 

 

 

 

From the editor … 

 

 
Please send important information, 

calendar notifications, articles and photos 

to me at the following email address: 

katherinestorms@gmail.com  by the 25
th

 

of each month, so that The Clarion will be 

online and/or in the mail by the first day 

of the following month. 

Kate Storms 

_________________________________ 

Position open listings are provided free of 

charge, as a service to our members and to 

employing institutions.  Openings are posted 

in the password-protected area of 

www.enyago.org. The chapter cannot accept 

responsibility for the accuracy of the 

material.  Ads will run for two months 

unless or until word is received that a given 

position has been filled.  Material may be 

submitted by e-mail to fala@rpi.edu.  Please 

use “Eastern NY AGO Chapter” in the 

subject line. 

__________________________________ 

 

 
 

Advertise in The Clarion 

Full Page: $75 

1/2 Page: $50 

1/4 Page: $35 

1/8 Page: $25 
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