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From the editor … 

The Clarion is the official 

newsletter of the Eastern 

New York Chapter of the 

American Guild of Organists 

and is published monthly ten 

times per year with a 

combined summer issue 

published on June 1. 

Submissions for The Clarion 

must be sent to the editor by 

the 25th of the month prior to 

publication. The editor 

retains the right and 

responsibility to accept, 

reject, and/or edit any and all 

submissions.  All 

submissions pertaining to the 

month of publication will be 

printed. Submissions 

pertaining to subsequent 

months will be included 

space permitting. 

 

Submit material to: 

Kate Storms, editor  

katherinestorms@gmail.com 

(518) 427-7168 

h
To promote the organ in its historic and evolving roles, 

to encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music, 

and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration, 

education, and certification of Guild members. 
 

Dean’s Corner 
 

October was the month of the theatre organ.  The joint meeting with the 

Hudson-Mohawk American Theatre Organ Society, including a catered 

dinner, was a great success.  We were well-entertained before, during 

and after the meal.  Even the announcements were entertaining!  Carl 

Hackert played the Toccata and Fugue in D minor attributed to 

J. S. Bach.  Claudia Bracaliello played the Menuet gothique from 

Bӧellman’s Suite Gothique and was joined by Carl Hackert on the 

toccata. Ned Spain entertained us from his extensive repertoire, 

accompanied by Lydia Zotto on the harp.  Another ATOS member, Rob Kleinschmidt, 

performed a medley that began with Bach’s D minor toccata and finished with Phantom of 

the Opera selections.  After all that entertainment, several AGO and ATOS members tried 

out “Goldie” during open console time.  Then, the following day, Andrew Krystopolski 

played many favorites at Proctor’s for the Tuesday noon concert series, finishing with a 

rousing polka medley.  He had the audience join him on “Roll Out the Barrel,” and 

accompanied himself as he sang "Just Because" by Frankie Yankovic.   It was all the 

audience could do to keep from dancing in the aisles, listening to all that polka music. 

 

 Here we are in November with Thanksgiving just around the corner.  Appreciation helps us 

focus on the blessings in our lives.  Study after study has shown that there are tangible 

benefits to gratitude.  Here is one list (taken from a variety of internet sites):   

1. Gratitude makes us feel more connected (less lonely). 

2. Gratitude strengthens our immune system. 

3. Gratitude improves emotional equilibrium. 

4. Gratitude improves sleep. 

5. Gratitude gives us increased energy. 

6. Gratitude gives us more confidence in ourselves and others. 

7. Gratitude gives us deeper relaxation. 

8. Gratitude reduces materialism. 

9. Gratitude increases spirituality. 

10. Gratitude helps us bounce back from difficulty.   

As we prepare the music of Thanksgiving, let us be thankful.  Our thankful hearts will not 

only benefit ourselves, but also our families and our congregations and, hopefully, our 

world.       

 

Happy Thanksgiving!    Edee Silva, Dean 
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2014 CHAPTER PROGRAMS 
 

Sunday, November 9, 3 pm.  Concert in honor of Al and Sue Fedak’s 25 years at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church. Concert alone, $25 donation requested, tickets available at 

the door.  Reservations required for:  Concert and champagne reception, $30; concert, reception 

and dinner at the Fort Orange Club, $75.  Westminster Presbyterian Church, 262 State St., 

Albany.  518-436-8544 for reservations.  [See article on page four for celebration details.] 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Certified, Pre-Owned Music! 

In recent years, the chapter has benefitted from some outstanding donations of organ and choral music.  

We have had numerous “used music sales.” This name gives the impression of dusty old bins and tattered 

copies.  While that does describe some of the collection, it does not do justice to the entire collection—

“certified, pre-owned,” to borrow a phrase from the car world, might better describe parts of this 

collection. There are many practically new publications that would be considered standard repertoire, and 

ENYAGO is selling them at a fraction of the original cost, all to benefit the Scholarship Fund. 

John Schreiner has been storing this music in his workshop but can no longer do this, as he currently 

needs the space for a new organ-building project.  The chapter needs the following:  1) a new place to 

house the music and 2) chapter members who would like to meet and cull the collection.  The latter 

sounds like a good winter project, but the former is needed as soon as possible.  Please consider if you or 

your church might have space available for this music.  The collection is currently in 23 boxes. 16 are 

standard file boxes, one is smaller and six are larger.  John Schreiner will be happy to load the collection 

into a minivan or cars.  Please contact John at johneschreiner@aol.com, if you are able store this music 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2015 High School Organ Festival and Competition 
 
The Winston-Salem (NC) Chapter of the AGO is happy to announce the 4th annual HS Organ 

Festival & Competition that they co-sponsor with the University of North Carolina School of the 

Arts and Salem College in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.  

 

The competition is open to any high school senior or younger who has not previously won the 

competition’s First Prize.  In addition to cash prizes and potential scholarships, all prize winners 

(1st, 2nd, 3rd, and Hymn Prize) will receive a copy of one of the eight volumes of Bach works 

published by Wayne Leupold Editions, compliments of the publisher.   

 

A CD Recording and application is due (received) by December 19, 2014. 
 

For full information about the competition, festival events, and instruments, please 

visit:http://www.timothyolsenorganist.com/hs-competition.html 
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Regional Events: 

 
Fridays at 12:30 p.m.   Organist Neil Keen and guest performers present free 

half-hour concerts 
St. Peter’s Protestant Episcopal Church, 107 State St., Albany 

 

Sunday, November 2, 2:30 p.m.   Organ Recital by Charles Miller 
Interim Associate Musician and Organist at the Cathedral of All Saints (62 South Swan St., 

Albany) will be the organist.  The recital will be followed by Evensong at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, November 2, 5:00 p.m.   Choirs Join for All Souls Evensong Service 
The choirs of St. George’s Episcopal and First Reformed, Schenectady, with singers from First United 

Presbyterian Church in Troy will come together on Sunday, November 2 at 5:00 pm for a service of All 

Souls Evensong at First Reformed Church, 8 N. Church St. in the Stockade. Music will include “And I 

Saw a New Heaven” by Edgar Bainton, “Stay With Us” by Egil Hovland, and the “Magnifcat and Nunc 

Dimittis in B flat” by John Stainer. Andrew Krystopolski will be the organist and Julie Panke will direct 

the choirs. 

 

Tuesday, November 11, 12 noon.   John Wiesner and Bob Frederick present 

free “Goldie” concert. 
Hudson-Mohawk American Theatre Organ Society concert, Proctor’s Theatre, 432 State St., Schenectady. 

 

Saturday, November 15, 4:00 p.m.   Justan Foster Piano Recital 
Justan Foster, Organist at First Reformed Church of Scotia (224 N Ballston Ave.), presents works of Bach, 

Liszt, Debussy, Grieg and others. Olivia Munson, ESYO, guest violinist.  Recital is free and open to the 

public. 

 

Tuesday, November 18, noon.   Richie and Elaine Henzler, Recorder Duo 
St. Paul's Church, Corner of State & Third Streets, Troy, NY.  Free concert in the "Tuesdays at Noon" 

Concert Series.  Website:  www.tuesdaysatnoon.org 

 

Sunday, November 23, 3:00 p.m.   Organ Concert by Gail Archer   
Concert in honor of the Feast of St. Cecilia at St. Joseph’s Church, State and Lafayette Streets, 

Schenectady (two blocks up from Proctor’s Theater.)  A reception will follow.  A free will 

offering will be taken for concert support.  There is drive-up handicap access at the side door to 

the left of the church.  For additional information, call Mark Reilly at 331-8047. 

 

Sunday, November 23, 3:00 p.m.   “Salieri and Mozart: Of Myths and Men” 
The Burnt Hills Oratorio Society presents Salieri’s Requiem and Mozart’s Vesperae solennes de 

confessore.  Susan Hermance Fedak, Artistic Director; Christina Pickreign, Soprano; Kara Cornell, Alto; 

Timothy Reno, Tenor; Richard Mazzaferro, Bass; The Oratorio Orchestra. 

Saratoga Springs United Methodist Church, 175 Fifth Ave., Saratoga Springs.  Tickets 

$20.  Information: 518-416-4060 or www.bhos.us 

http://www.enyago.org/
http://www.tuesdaysatnoon.org/
tel:518-416-4060
http://www.bhos.us/
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A Fedak Celebration! 

On November 9, 3 p.m., Eastern NY AGO is 

invited to join Westminster Presbyterian 

Church’s celebration of chapter members Al and 

Sue Fedak’s 25
th
 anniversary in music ministry.  

ENYAGO also celebrates this event in 

recognition of the many years of service that Al 

and Sue have provided to the chapter.  We have 

enjoyed many choral reading sessions and skills 

workshops presented by this pair.  Al has also 

prepared chapter members for certification tests, 

and contributed in many other ways to the 

chapter, including being a past dean.   

  

The concert will be a family affair, as Al and 

Sue’s grown children will be taking part in the 

performance.  Ben, the family percussionist will 

play timpani; their daughter-in-law Anna, a 

member of Albany’s Maude Baum and 

Company Dance Theatre, will perform a modern 

dance she has choreographed especially for the 

occasion; and Peter, now studying composition 

at Julliard, has written a new organ solo which 

Al will premiere.  Also on the program will be 

works by Graun, Palmgren, Goemanne, Becker, 

Messiaen, Fedak, and the premiere of a new 

work by sub-dean Iteke Prins.  

 

The concert will be followed by a champagne 

reception and dinner at the Fort Orange Club, 

110 Washington Avenue—just a short walk 

from the church (reservations required for 

reception and dinner). 

 

All profits from both the concert-with-reception 

and the dinner will be used to establish a new 

Performance Fund at Westminster, ensuring the 

continuation of Westminster’s Organ Concert 

Series, which began in 2003 with the restoration 

of the church’s historic E. M. Skinner pipe organ.  

This will bring more fine programming to the 

Capital District, such as the virtuosic Reneé 

Anne Louprette concert last January, co-

sponsored by ENYAGO. 

Al has sent an invitation to this event to 

everyone in the chapter via e-mail.  If you do not 

receive e-mail, you may still take part in this 

historic event by contacting Westminster 

Presbyterian Church (436-8544) to make 

reservations.

http://www.enyago.org/
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

From the editor … 

 

 
Please send important information, 

calendar notifications, articles and photos 

to me at the following email address: 

katherinestorms@gmail.com  by the 25
th

 

of each month, so that The Clarion will be 

online and/or in the mail by the first day 

of the following month. 

Kate Storms 

_________________________________ 

Position open listings are provided free of 

charge, as a service to our members and to 

employing institutions.  Openings are posted 

in the password-protected area of 

www.enyago.org. The chapter cannot accept 

responsibility for the accuracy of the 

material.  Ads will run for two months 

unless or until word is received that a given 

position has been filled.  Material may be 

submitted by e-mail to fala@rpi.edu.  Please 

use “Eastern NY AGO Chapter” in the 

subject line. 

__________________________________ 

 

 
 

Advertise in The Clarion 

Full Page: $75 

1/2 Page: $50 

1/4 Page: $35 

1/8 Page: $25 
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