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Dean’s Corner 
 

Thank you to everyone who planned and 
participated in chapter programs this year.  We finished 
the year with two exciting events focusing on young 
members.  Pedals, Pipes and Pizza (PPP), led by Bryan 
Kirk and Andrew Krystopolski, introduced new and future 
students to the wonders of the pipe organ.  The awe these 
students showed and the questions they asked 
demonstrated why the organ will remain the King of 
Instruments.  Attending the second event, the Spring 
Student-Teacher Recital, was like fast-forwarding in the 
musical lives of young people, as we listened to former 
PPP participants demonstrate their talents. The 
performances by Tyler Morrill and Jonathan Denham 
showed significant growth in musical maturity over the 
years.  It was truly a privilege to hear them both play, 

along with their excellent teachers, Farrell Goehring and Scott Trexler.  One 11-year old 
boy attending the recital was so impressed with what he heard that he made a decision to 
join our chapter and to continue his organ studies.  ENYAGO’S offerings, from PPP to 
lessons enabled by our Scholarship Fund, are making a difference.  As you renew your 
membership online, please consider an additional gift to the Scholarship Fund, and thank 
you to those who have already given generously!  

We wish a warm welcome to new members Justan Foster and Silas Strich, and a 
big thank you to all who faithfully renew and contribute each year. 

Our officers next year are:  Edee Silva, dean. Iteke Prins, subdean. Michael 
Ricchiuti, treasurer-registrar. Katherine Storms, corresponding secretary. Donna 
Tallman, recording secretary. Rev. J. Nixon McMillan, chaplain. Frank Bosher and 
Gayle Hinsdill, auditors. And Alfred V. Fedak and Susan Lohnas, directors.  Thank you 
to each one who has stepped forward to serve. 

AGO has done an excellent job of providing training, repertoire, and countless 
networking opportunities.  “AGO has provided,” really means that many of you have 
provided—you have organized, you have presented, you have provided refreshments and  
so much more.  Thank you for your many outstanding contributions.   

Boston 2014 is quickly approaching.  We are so privileged to have the National 
Convention practically in our backyard.  You will be refreshed, challenged, and 
entertained at this event.  Finally, I wish you a restful summer, with a little extra time to 
just have fun singing and playing the organ, refreshing old pieces and learning some new 
ones.  See you in September! 
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The Clarion is the official 
newsletter of the Eastern New 
York Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists 
and is published monthly ten 
times per year with a 
combined summer issue 
published on June 1. 
Submissions for The Clarion 
must be sent to the editor by 
the 25th of the month prior to 
publication. The editor retains 
the right 
and responsibility to accept, 
reject, and/or edit any and all 
submissions. All submissions 
pertaining to the month of 
publication 
will be printed. Submissions 
pertaining to subsequent 
months will be included space 
permitting. 
 
Submit material to: 
John E. Schreiner, editor 
johneschreiner@aol.com 
(518) 377-6507 
 

To promote the organ in its historic and evolving roles,  
to encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music,  

and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration,  
education, and certification of Guild members. 

 
Edee Silva, CAGO, is Dean 
of the Eastern New York 
Chapter of the AGO.  She is 
also organist and choir 
director at the Parish of St. 
John the Evangelist and St. 
Joseph in Rensselaer. 
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Student-Teacher Recital and Annual Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 
From our Scholarship performers: 

 
 
To members of the Eastern Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists, 
 
It was a real honor performing for you in the Spring 
Scholarship recital on May 17th, I couldn't have 
asked for a better place to perform in. I would like 
to thank you whole-heartedly for all of your 
generous contributions to the Scholarship Fund and 
furthermore for awarding it to me. I am also very 
excited to finally become part of the American 
Guild of Organists and look forward to plenty future 
performances! 
 
Thank you, 
Tyler K. Morrill 
 
 
Thank you very much for supporting me over the 
years in my organ studies.  I have really enjoyed 
learning the organ, and hope to continue lessons.  
Your scholarship gifts have provided me with job, 
performance, and learning opportunities.  Thank 
you very much.  Bach wrote 'Soli Deo Gloria' on 
many of his works.  I hope my music does the same 
– gives glory only to God. 
 
Jonathan Denham 
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Upcoming Events: 
Sunday, June 1, 4:30 PM: Organ recital by Elinore Farnum on the four-manual Casavant organ at First Presbyterian 
Church, Schenectady. Special guest artists from the Sayles School of Fine Arts chamber choir, directed by Rachel Gayne. 
Free will Offering to be given to Christian Camp Fund.  
 
Sunday, June 8, 4:00 PM.  John and Marianne Weaver will perform an organ and flute concert at the Old Palatine 
Church on Rt. 5, east of St. Johnsville, NY.  The Old Palatine Church has been described as a "must see" in the Mohawk 
Valley, and it has marvelous acoustics. The pipe organ was built in 1770 and restored by Robert. S. Rowland in 1978.  
Individuals are advised to to come early to assure good seating. The concert is free, and they are also seeking sponsors.  
Donors will be listed on the program.  (Tax-deductible checks may be made out to "The Palatine Society," and sent to 
Roberta Rowland-Raybold, 612 Twinflower St., Little River, SC 29566.) 
 
Monday, June 23, in Brookline, MA: Maury A. Castro will present a program on each of two 19th-century Hook & 
Hastings organs in Brookline on Monday, June 23. A complimentary light snack and cold drink will be provided at 
Christ’s Church (70 Colchester St.) beginning at 11:30 am. Gourmet food trucks will be present for those desiring lunch. 
A short concert will be given at 1 pm. At 1:45 pm, the assembly will move to Church of Our Savior (25 Monmouth St.), a 
few hundred yards away. At 2 pm, a short concert will be given at that location. The programs are part of the AGO 
National Convention pre-convention events, are free, and open to the public. Go to: 
www.agoboston2014.org/2014/02/the-timeless-beauty-of-hook-organs  for more information. 
 
Summer Choral Workshop: 
DAVID HILL, conductor of the London Bach Choir, the BBC Singers and professor at Yale University will be the 
director of the 2014 Ogontz Choral Workshop in Lyman, New Hampshire July 26-August 1.  This summer's focus will 
be on French choral music.  David is one of the leading choral conductors of our day, and will be remembered for his 
outstanding contributions to Eastern New York Chapter's Regional Convention in 2003.  Details about the workshop and 
registration information may be found at ogontzarts.com/choral-workshop/  or send e-mail to info@ogontzarts.com  
 
Organist needed: 
The Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church seeks organist for Sunday 11 AM services in July and August. Please contact: 
Diana Hinchcliff: dhinchcliff13@gmail.com 
 
News from Ukraine: 

Despite dangerous unrest and militant attacks, Chapter member Larry Roff recently 
returned safely from Ukraine where he played organ concerts in several cities, including 
Odessa.  Each of his concerts ended with "Song of Peace" (Jean Langlais) as his prayer 
for peace in this troubled land.  This summer marks the 10th anniversary of the 
installation of the organ in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in that city (pictured 
here).  Dr. Roff played benefit concerts for seven years to raise the funds to donate this 
III/75 Walker/Wicks concert instrument, one of the largest organs in that nation.  He 
spent most of his time in Kyiv, preaching and teaching a course on "Reformed 
Worship" in the national seminary of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of 
Ukraine.  He is Senior Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Schenectady, 
NY.  
 
Larry writes: It has been another wonderful visit, having been here about a dozen times 
over the last few years.  The situation in the eastern cities of Donetsk and Lugansk and 
Slaviansk is terrible.  The aftermath of protests and attacks in Odessa and Kyiv - burned 
out buildings, barricades, and thousands of flowers as memorials to those who died - is 
still ugly and heart-breaking, but it has been calm in these cities while I've been here.  

I'm looking forward to getting home, but will miss these very special friends who have become so dear to me. 

http://www.agoboston2014.org/2014/02/the-timeless-beauty-of-hook-organs
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End of the Season Music Sale! 
 
The Eastern New York Chapter has been the recipient of several significant donations of organ 
music and related books in recent years, including an extensive library donated on June 1.  
 
Join us for an evening music sale and Open House at the workshop of Schreiner Pipe Organs on 
Friday, June 20, from 6:30 until 9:00 pm. Also on display will be the recently completed 
reredos cabinet for St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Rockport, Massachusetts.  
 
As a bonus, if you bring a box you can take away as much hardwood kindling as you can carry! 
 
Schreiner Pipe Organs is located at 9 Yates St. in Schenectady, off of Union St. There will be 
parking available in the small lot just beyond the workshop and in the large City parking lot 
between the workshop and Pinhead Susan’s. 
 
If you would like to browse the collection but are not able to attend the event, call John at  
(518) 377-6507 to arrange a time on Thursday or Friday during the day.  
 
 
 


