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     From the editor … 

The Clarion is the official 

newsletter of the Eastern 

New York Chapter of the 

American Guild of Organists 

and is published monthly ten 

times per year with a 

combined summer issue 

published on June 1. 

Submissions for The Clarion 

must be sent to the editor by 

the 25th of the month prior to 

publication. The editor 

retains the right and 

responsibility to accept, 

reject, and/or edit any and all 

submissions.  All 

submissions pertaining to the 

month of publication will be 

printed. Submissions 

pertaining to subsequent 

months will be included 

space permitting. 

 

Submit material to: 

Kate Storms, editor  

katherinestorms@gmail.com 

(518) 427-7168 

h
To promote the organ in its historic and evolving roles, 

to encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music, 

and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration, 

education, and certification of Guild members. 
 

 

Dean’s Corner 
 

The holiday flurries are upon us, outside with the snowflakes and 

inside with the rush to prepare the music, to attend as many 

Christmas concerts and holiday parties as possible and to prepare 

for celebrations with friends and family.  It is a favorite time of 

year, as well as a dreaded time of year.  For some, the warm glow 

does not settle in until January, when a peaceful calm descends on 

the land.  Some of my favorite times of the year are snow days in January.  Sounds 

are muffled as the snow falls, the stark winter trees take on a lacy appearance, and 

there is nowhere to go!  It is a perfect time to curl up with a good book, and let the 

world go by.  For now, that January reverie has to be put on hold--it is still 

December, and the list is long.  I am reminded of Robert Frost’s, “Stopping by the 

Woods on a Snowy Evening,”  ending with the lines: 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep, 

But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep. 

 

Please check the Regional Events page for concert listings--now is the time to mark 

your calendar to attend at least one event put on by one of your fellow AGO 

members, to “complete the circle,” as they say on WMHT.  It can be so encouraging 

to musicians, after all the careful preparations, to see a good turnout.  

 

We offer a warm welcome to new chapter members Lorraine Nelson Wolf and 

Timothy Lewis!  

 

Please see the article on page two about ENYAGO’S Regional Competition for 

Young Organists, with a matching grant challenge to provide prize money to 

successful candidates.  Your end-of-the-year giving would be greatly appreciated! 

 

Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, and happy New Year! 

Edee Silva, Dean 
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Errata and Updates! 

The 2014-2015 Directory has been mailed.  

If you did not receive a copy, please let us 

know.  Also, if there are any errors, or if you 

have information to add or delete, please let 

us know.  The entire directory will be posted 

in the password-protected part of enyago.org.  

Changes during the year, such as new 

members, new positions and so forth can be 

added, giving the chapter an up-to-date 

directory throughout the year.  With 

apologies to Steven Rosenberry & Edwin 

Meyers, whose 2013-2014 advertisement 

was posted in this year’s directory instead of 

their 2014-2015 one, please find the 

Rosenberry & Meyers Organ Builders’ new 

advertisement on page three of this Clarion.  

This new advertisement will also appear in 

the online directory. 

______________________________ 

2015 AGO/Quimby Regional 

Competition for Young Organists  

As part of our chapter’s continuing effort to 

encourage and support young organists, we 

will be hosting a Quimby Regional 

Competition for Young Organists (RCYO) 

on March 28, 11:00 a.m. at First 

Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls.  The host 

organist is Bryan Kirk, and Justan Foster is 

chair of this event.   

This competition, held in odd-numbered 

years, is administered by the seven regions 

of the American Guild of Organists.  

Competitors must be under 24 years of age 

as of August 1, 2015. Membership in the 

AGO is not required.  The first round of 

competition begins at the chapter level.  

Competitors may compete in any chapter 

competition held within the AGO region of 

their home or school. Only one chapter 

competition may be entered. A registration 

fee is required for participation in a chapter-

level competition. The final round is held 

concurrent with the regional conventions. 

Required repertoire was published with the 

official rules in the October 2014 issue of 

The American Organist.  Eighty-eight 

competitors competed in 33 chapter level 

competitions in early 2013. 

The prize money our chapter will be 

awarding is $1000 for first place and $500 

for second.  If you know of a young organist 

with outstanding talent, please encourage 

him or her to apply.   

The chapter needs to raise the prize money 

for this event.  Allen organ has agreed to 

help sponsor this competition, and an 

anonymous donor has pledged to match up 

to $500.  Please be as generous as you can to 

meet this matching gift to support young 

organists.  Please send your gifts to Michael 

Ricchiuti, 23 Harrison Ave, Delmar, NY 

12054, marked “Regional Competition for 

Young Organists.” 
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Please support Clarion advertisers! 
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Regional Events: 
 

Wednesday, December 3, 7:00 p.m. • Advent Taizé 
The choirs of St. Mary’s Clinton Heights, Holy Spirit, Sacred Heart and St. John the Evangelist and St. 

Joseph will lead in contemplative Taize singing, to begin the Advent season.  Parish of St. John the 

Evangelist and St. Joseph, 50 Herrick St., Rensselaer.  Freewill offering for two local charities.  Reception 

following the service. 

Saturday, December 6, 2:30 p.m. • Thursday Musical Club Christmas Concert 
Music of Bach, Healy Willan and Ola Gjeilo among the selections.  Directed by Julie Panke and 

accompanied by Elinore Farnum.  First Reformed Church, 8 N. Church St., Schenectady.  Reception 

following the concert. 

 

Sunday, December 7, 10:30 a.m. • Service of Advent Lessons and Carols 
The St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Choir, 21 Hackett Blvd., Albany, NY.  Music of Cooman, Bruckner, 

Mendelsshon, and Victoria. 

 

Sunday, December 7, 3:00 p.m. • Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
The Church of the Immaculate Conception, 400 Saratoga Road, Glenville, NY.  This ecumenical 

celebration tells the story of Jesus’ coming through scripture and seasonal carol favorites.  Joined by 

additional choir members, directed by Derek Stannard and accompanied by Charles Miller, this seasonal 

favorite not to be missed.  A free will offering will benefit Northeast Parent and Child and the organ fund 

at the church. Call (518) 399-9168 for details. 

 

Sunday, December 7, 3:00 p.m. • Festival Celebration Christmas Concert 
Concert of Christmas Favorites, Westminster Presbyterian Church, State Street, Albany.  Philip Spaeth, 

Director; Andrew Krystopolski, Assistant Director/Accompanist.  $18 General Admission / $13 Seniors 

and Students. 

 

Sunday, December 7, 3:00 p.m. • Advent Lessons & Carols 
Featuring the Schola Cantorum of Bethesda Episcopal Church, Washington Street (near Broadway), 

Saratoga Springs.Dr. Kathleen Sleezak, Conductor; Ferrell Goehring, Organist.  Music of Martinson, 

Manz and Brahams.  English high tea reception to follow. 

 

Tuesday, December 9, 12 noon • Greg Klinger, Al Moser and Ed Goodemote 
“Goldie” Christmas Show, Hudson-Mohawk American Theatre Organ Society, Proctor’s, 432 State St, 

Schenectady.  Free. 

 

Tuesday, December 9, 7:00 PM • All Saint’s Cathedral:  Handel’s Messiah 
Ava Pine, soprano; Emily Marvosh, alto; Jack Swanson, tenor; Sumner Thompson, bass.  Tickets are 

available online at <albanymessiah.brownpapertickets.com>, event 839825 or by calling 1-800-838-3006. 
 

Saturday, December 13, 7:30 p.m.  • “Making Spirits Bright”    
Capital Community Voices will present a program of classical and popular holiday songs.  Directed by 

Julie Panke and accompanied by John Norton, piano; Tony Riccobono, bass; and James Iacketta, 
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percussion.  Columbia High School, 962 Luther Road, East Greenbush Admission: $10 General, $8 

Seniors.  Reception following the performance. 

 

Sunday, December 14, 4:00 p.m. • Advent Lessons & Carols 
St. George’s Episcopal Church, 30 N. Ferry Street, Schenectady, NY.   Music of  Stainer, Fedak, 

Shephard, Palestrina, and more.  Andrew Krystopolski, Organist and Director of Music. 

 

Sunday, December 21, 2:30 p.m. • Music for Brass and Organ followed by 

Lessons and Carols sung by the Choir of Men and Boys at 3:00 p.m.  Cathedral of All Saints, 62 

South Swan St., Albany. 

 

Sunday, December 21, 5:00 p.m. • Capital District Youth Chorale 
Christmas Concert at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 21 Hackett Blvd., Albany.  Admission: $5. 

 

Monday, December 22, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  • Sing Along  
Traditional and popular Christmas music with Mrs. Santa (Edith Sankowski).  Karaoke, piano, accordion 

accompaniment at Arthur’s Market, 35 Ferry Street, Schenectady – two blocks from Union Street.  Park 

at First Presbyterian Church – in the back.   

 

************************************************************ 

Pictures from November celebrations!    

 

  

 
Michael Ricchiuti and Charles Jones perform for 

the 10th anniversary of the Wick’s organ 

installation at St. Pius X, Loudonville. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Al & Sue Fedak and family perform for the 25

th
 

anniversary of the restoration of the Skinner 

organ at Westminster Presbyterian, Albany. 
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From the editor … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please send important information, 

calendar notifications, articles and photos 

to me at the following email address: 

katherinestorms@gmail.com  by the 25
th

 

of each month, so that The Clarion will be 

online and/or in the mail by the first day 

of the following month. 

Kate Storms 

_________________________________ 

Position open listings are provided free of 

charge, as a service to our members and to 

employing institutions.  Openings are posted 

in the password-protected area of 

www.enyago.org. The chapter cannot accept 

responsibility for the accuracy of the 

material.  Ads will run for two months 

unless or until word is received that a given 

position has been filled.  Material may be 

submitted by e-mail to fala@rpi.edu.  Please 

use “Eastern NY AGO Chapter” in the 

subject line. 

__________________________________ 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Advertise in The Clarion 

Full Page: $75 

1/2 Page: $50 

1/4 Page: $35 

1/8 Page: $25 

Organ For Sale 

Jennie Moak is looking to sell her Rodgers 

organ – about 25 years old.  It would be 

ideal for a beginning organ student.  

Suggested price is $1,000.  Jennie is 

leaving for Florida on January 2
nd

  and 

would like to find a new home for the 

organ by then.  Contact Jennie at: 

jenmoak@nycap.rr.com or (518) 439-2068. 

 Directory Corrections 

Charles S. Moose 

P. O. Box 420 

695 Hudson Ave. 

Stillwater, NY  12170 

 

Patricia Ricchiuti’s correct email 

address is: 

<patricia.ricchuiti@ rcda.org> 

http://www.enyago.org/
mailto:katherinestorms@gmail.com
mailto:fala@rpi.edu
mailto:jenmoak@nycap.rr.com
http://rcda.org/

