
Eastern New York Chapter AGO                 March 2015 
 

www.enyago.org P a g e  |1 

 

Dean:   

Edee Silva 

 

Sub-dean:  

Iteke Prins 

 

Recording Secretary: 

Donna Tallman 

 

Registrar/Treasurer: 

Michael J. Ricchiuti 

 

Corresponding Secretary: 

Kate Storms 

 

Chaplain 

The Rev. J. Nixon McMillan 

 

Table of Contents: 

 

2. From the Chaplain 

3. and 4.  March Events  

4. Quimby RCYO 

4. to 6. Nancy Frank 

6. February Event Photos 

7. Notices 

 

 From the editor … 

The Clarion is the official 

newsletter of the Eastern 

New York Chapter of the 

American Guild of Organists 

and is published monthly ten 

times per year with a 

combined summer issue 

published on June 1. 

Submissions for The Clarion 

must be sent to the editor by 

the 25th of the month prior to 

publication. The editor 

retains the right and 

responsibility to accept, 

reject, and/or edit any and all 

submissions.  All 

submissions pertaining to the 

month of publication will be 

printed. Submissions 

pertaining to subsequent 

months will be included 

space permitting. 

 

Submit material to: 

Kate Storms, editor  

katherinestorms@gmail.com 

(518) 427-7168 

h
To promote the organ in its historic and evolving roles, 

to encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music, 

and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration, 

education, and certification of Guild members. 
 

 

Dean’s Corner 
 

One of the primary goals of every chapter member should be to 

pass on the passion for organ and all things pertaining to it to the 

next generation.  The Wayne Leupold event accomplished that 

in many ways.  The Friday night concert itself was very well 

done and gave some of our younger members a chance to get 

some experience performing.  The Saturday workshop 

introduced materials that would be very useful to a beginning 

organ teacher.  If you are not yet an organ teacher and are 

looking for a place to start, I highly recommend Leupold’s First 

Organ Book.  This useful publication covers all the basics and much more. 

 

In order to hand off the baton to the next generation, we need to be there for them.  

The chapter has two events this month that members should put on their calendars—

Pedals, Pipes and Pizza on March 7 at St. Pius X, Loudonville (see Charles Jones’ 

article in the February Clarion), and the Quimby Regional Competition for Young 

Organists on March 28 at First Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls (see Justan Foster’s 

article on page four).  ENYAGO has attracted some very talented young people for 

this competition.  Please come in order to “complete the circle,” as they say on 

WMHT.  A performance is not complete without an audience! 

 

The Clarion added a new feature this month, “From the Chaplain.”  Many thanks to 

The Very Rev. J. Nixon McMillan for his challenging and inspiring words. 

 

We offer a warm welcome to new chapter member John Terauds, Bennington, VT, 

and hearty congratulations to Nancy Frank on her very successful 42-year career at 

First Presbyterian Church, Albany (see article on pages four and six). 

 

Think spring! 

Edee Silva, CAGO 
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From The Chaplain 
 

As part of my 

spiritual discipline 

this Lent, I am 

making a second 

reading of God for 

Us: Rediscovering 

the Meaning of 

Lent and Easter, 
edited by Greg 

Pennoyer and 

Gregory Wolfe, 

which was published by Paraclete Press, 

Brewster, MA in 2014.  This is a fine book of 

some two hundred pages with colorful art and 

entries of about two pages on the lessons for 

each day with a concluding prayer for the days 

from Shrove Tuesday through Easter Day.  As 

well, this work contains a wealth of information 

on liturgical and Christian history in brief.  The 

contributors to this volume are Beth Bevis, Scott 

Cairns, Kathleen Norris, James Schaap, Luci 

Shaw, Richard Rohr, Ronald Rolheiser, and 

Lauren F. Winner.  

 

For the Friday after Ash Wednesday, Fr. 

Richard Rohr, OFM, is the contributor.  The 

topic is fasting and the Old Testament Lesson is 

Isaiah 58:1-9a: “This is the fasting that I wish: 

releasing those bound unjustly, untying the 

thongs of the yoke, setting free the oppressed, 

breaking every yoke, sharing your bread with 

the hungry, sheltering the oppressed and the 

homeless, clothing the naked when you see 

them, and not turning your back on your own.” 

Rohr states that “many of these became what 

Christians called the ‘corporal works of mercy.’  

But what we first of all notice is that they have 

nothing to do with self-improvement, self-

punishment, or the self at all – but always 

others.”  Rohr then refers to the Gospel lesson, 

Matthew 9:10-17, when Jesus graciously 

changes the subject from fasting to feasting.  

Rohr asserts that “this is how Jesus understands 

fasting, fasting from our prejudices, our 

superiority, and our ethnic divisions.  He [Jesus] 

is clearly recommending feasting instead of 

fasting.  Jesus is inviting humanity to a common 

celebration at which all are invited, and the only 

fasting needed is from our fears and divisions.” 

 

Rohr summarizes by writing, “there is a place 

for fasting, and humans do need liturgies of 

lamentation in times of grief, but God does not 

need our fasting.  Maybe we do, especially in 

this addictive society, but of itself it does not 

bring us into deeper union with God.”   

 

The Prayer:   Gracious Host, Loving 

Bridegroom, eternal wedding banquet God, 

show us when we need to fast and when we need 

to begin the eternal feast.  Keep the party open, 

and help us not to close it down.  Show us that 

the only fast we need is from ourselves, and from 

our shriveled hearts.  Amen. 

 

With thanks to the Dean for inviting me to 

contribute to our life together in this way, 

Nixon+ 

 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

2015 CHAPTER AND OTHER NEARBY AGO EVENTS 

Chapter Events: 

 
Saturday, March 7, noon-3:00 p.m. • Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
St. Pius X Roman Catholic Church, Loudonville (23 Crumite Rd.).  Come and be inspired by young 

people’s responses to this introduction to the organ.  Charles Jones, Andrew Krystopolski, and John 

Schreiner, hosts. 

 

http://www.enyago.org/
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Saturday, March 28, 11:00 a.m. • Quimby Regional Competition for Young 

Organists 
First Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls (400 Glen St.).  Come and support some of our best young regional 

artists as they perform.  Bryan Kirk, host.  Justan Foster, competition chair. 

 

June 28 – July 1• Northeast Regional Convention, New Haven, CT 
34 informative workshops; 9 unique organs; 5 ensembles; day trip to scenic Stonington; tour of Yale 

instrument collection; Yale music library.  www.newhavenago2015.org  [See article in April Clarion.]  

 

July 26 – July 31• Pipe Organ Encounter 2015 – Brooklyn! 
A week of events (lots of organs, daily private lessons, performances), fun breaks, and the best possible 

(yet affordable) housing at Pratt Institute where they have air conditioning.  Brochure with application at 

www.brooklynago/brooklynpoe2015.  [See article in April Clarion.] 

 

 

Regional Events: 

 
Sunday, March 1 at 3:00 p.m. French Baroque Music 
Prof. Dianne McMullen directs the Early Music Ensemble of Union College at a free concert in the 

Emerson Auditorium at the Taylor Music Center on the Union College Campus.  Music of Campra, 

Couperin, deLalande, and Mondonville will be featured. <muse.union.edu/music 

 

Fridays at 12:30 p.m. • Half-hour concerts at St. Peter’s 
Church organist Neil Keen and guest performers present free half-hour concerts at St. Peter’s Protestant 

Episcopal Church, 107 State St., Albany. 

 

Saturday, March 7, 7:00 p.m. • Silent films with live organ music, Shari Lucas 

Pre-performance talk, 6:30 p.m.  First Church, 190 Court St., Middletown, CT.  $20 suggested donation 

to benefit the Northeast Regional Convention at New Haven. 

 

Tuesday, March 10, 7:00 p.m. • Bach’s St. John Passion 
Performed by the Cathedral Choir of Men and Boys, period instrument orchestra and guest soloists.  

Tickets are available online at bachpassion.brownpapertickets.com or by calling 1-800-838-3006 (Event 

875016).  The Cathedral of All Saints, 62 South Swan St., Albany. 

 

 

Friday, March 13, 7:00 p.m. • Handbell Concert 
Concert Handbell Ringers of the Wheeler School, Providence, RI, at the First Reformed Church of 

Schenectady, 8 N. Church St.  Handiicap accessible; free will offering.  For more information: call 377-

2201 or consult www.1stReformed.com. 

 

Sunday, March 15, 3:00 p.m. • The Chenaults 
Elizabeth and Raymond Chenault, duo-organists, have performed extensively throughout the United 

States and in Europe. The Chenaults have commissioned and premiered over forty organ duets. 

FUMC Concert Series, First United Methodist Church, 603 State St., Schenectady.  Free. 

 

http://www.enyago.org/
http://www.newhavenago2015.org/
http://www.brooklynago/brooklynpoe2015
http://www.1streformed.com/
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Sunday, March 15, 3:00 p.m. • Bach Birthday Concert 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 21 Hackett Blvd, Albany. Organ works of Bach will be presented by José 

Daniel Flores-Caraballo (new artistic director of Albany Pro Musica) and Charles Miller, organist at The 

Cathedral of All Saints, Albany. The organ works will be performed on the church’s large neo-Baroque 

Casavant pipe organ. St. Paul’s Choir and chamber orchestra, conducted by Steven Rosenberry, will 

present Cantata 182 Himmelskönig, sei willkommen (Welcome,King of Heaven,) a 

Palm Sunday cantata.  Tickets at the door are $15 general admission, $12 seniors, students free. 

A reception follows the concert.  

 

Tuesday, March 17, 12:00 p.m. • HMATOS at Proctor’s—Charles Jones 
Noontime concert presented by the Hudson Mohawk Chapter of the American Theatre Organ Society 

featuring “Goldie, the Mighty Wurlitzer Organ” on the main stage of Proctor’s Theatre, Schenectady. 

 

Sunday, March 29, 2:30 p.m. • Organ Recital--Charles Miller 
Recital followed at 3:00 p.m. by Meditation on the Passion of Christ.  Choral selections include: The 

Lamentation (Barstow), Vinea mea electa (Poulenc), My soul, there is a country (Parry), Crucifixus à 8 

(Lotti), The Passion according to St. Matthew (Plainsong). 

The Cathedral of All Saints, 62 South Swan St., Albany. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Quimby Competition  

 
We are drawing nearer to the highly anticipated start of the Quimby 

competition, which chapters like ours sponsor as the first leg of a 

journey that is both challenging and rewarding.  Please remember 

that we will need as many voices as possible to assist the competitors 

in the hymn portion of the competition--especially when they have 

over 120 ranks at their disposal!  We hope that you plan to attend this event, and encourage you to bring 

friends, choir members, and other potential members along.  This is a wonderful opportunity not only to 

show that the organ is alive and engaged by the next generation, but that we are able to support and 

encourage those who study the organ. This is only secured by ensuring a broad base of support from 

organists and non-organists alike.  We look forward to seeing as many (if not all) of you on March 28 at 

11:00 a.m. at First Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls! 
Submitted by Justan Foster 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Nancy Frank 
 
Background: Born and raised in Saginaw, Mich., 

she met her husband Wesley at Michigan State 

University where they were students. They came to 

Albany in 1958 when Wes, a landscape architect, 

was offered jobs in Albany and California. He 

retired after 41 years with state Department of 

Design and Construction. On Sunday, Nancy retires 

after 42 years as the organist at First Presbyterian 

Church of Albany. They live in Loudonville. 

http://www.enyago.org/
http://www.timesunion.com/search/?action=search&channel=news&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22NANCY+FRANK%22
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How long have you been playing the organ?  

I had my first piano lesson when I was 7 years old. We lived near a Catholic church and school and 

received permission for me to take piano lessons there. I liked Sister Anna Cleeta so much that I told my 

mother that when I grew up I wanted to be a nun. I had my first organ lesson when I was 13. My first 

organ job when I was 14 in a small Lutheran church. I was paid $100 every three months. They had an 

electrified reed organ. One morning the organ didn't come on, so I pumped away and got us through the 

service. In high school, besides playing for the Lutheran church on Sunday mornings, I played at a 

synagogue on Friday nights and Saturday mornings. One summer I was secretary to the Saginaw 

Symphony Orchestra conductor in planning his Summer in the Park programs.  

It sounds like you picked the right instrument to be a working musician.  
I saved every penny for college. After two years, Wes and I were married and moved to Albany. We 

thought we would be here for a few years until we moved back to Michigan to be closer to our families. 

But we fell in love with this area and wound up raising our three children here.  

 

Along the way, you got your bachelor's degree in music from the University at Albany.  

I went back to school when our children were all in college. I graduated summa cum laude the same year 

that our older son, Ken, graduated. My organ composition, "Postlude on Lauda Anima" received a 

UAlbany Presidential Award. 

Along with your 42-year career at First Presbyterian, you've had a ton of other gigs.  
I was organist in Christ Lutheran, St. Mark's Lutheran, and Our Savior's Lutheran churches. I was a 

recitalist for 25 years in the Cathedral of All Saints Sunday afternoon concert series. I presented a recital 

on the 1733 organ at Trinity Church in Newport, Rhode Island. I performed with the St. Cecilia Chamber 

Orchestra, Troy Musical Arts and the Hudson Valley Choral Society. I taught privately in my home and at 

the Albany Academy for Girls for 15 years. I accompanied Albany Pro Musica and the UAlbany Chorale. 

I was staff accompanist under David Griggs-Janower at UAlbany for 10 years. David was also the choir 

director at First Presbyterian for 15 years. He was a meticulous director with high standards. His untimely 

passing was very sad. 

 

Also, for a year and a half until our first child was born, I was a legal secretary for the Gary and Cahill 

law firm when John T. Gary II was the Albany County district attorney. I worked in his private office.  

What led you to First Presbyterian? 

I was attracted to the beautiful four-manual pipe organ at First Pres. I knew it would be a challenge and 

joy to learn to play that magnificent instrument. When I applied for the job, the people interviewing me 

were all so nice, especially the minister at that time, Robert Lamar. I have loved every minute. It has been 

a blessing to be part of the great music program, working in this church where I feel so appreciated. 

What special music will there be this Sunday, your last as organist at First Pres  

The choir will be singing one of my favorite anthems, "Greater Love Hath No Man," by John Ireland, as 

well as an anthem that I wrote, "O Be Joyful in the Lord," based on Psalm 100. For the postlude I will be 

playing one of my favorite pieces "Toccata from Symphony V" by Charles-Marie Widor.  

What's next? 

Now that I'm 76, it's time to retire. As much as I love playing, there's always a certain amount of stress 

with any musical performance. Our grandson, Jake, said I would miss playing too much and shouldn't do 

it. He may be right, and I may miss it more than I now realize. Wes and I will still be at First Pres sitting 

together rather than me at the organ. Occasionally we will visit our children and grandchild. Our oldest, 

http://www.enyago.org/
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Ken, is a senior vice president at the Santander Bank in Philadelphia. Our daughter, Karen, lives here in 

Latham and works at CDPHP as an analyst/developer. Our son John, who lives in Fort Lauderdale, is the 

only one to follow me as a musician. He sings and plays keyboard in Florida clubs. John and I were 

students at SUNYA at the same time. We even had a music composition class together. As a senior, 

majoring in computer science, he heard a Florida band performing in Albany. He sat in and played a set, 

and they invited him to join them. He quit college with one semester to go, went to Florida, and has been 

there ever since. Fortunately he's very, very good at singing and playing and is completely able to support 

himself. He absolutely loves what he's doing. When you're a musician, you have to follow your heart. 

Article by Rob Brill from Time’s Union’s Faces of Faith: Http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Faces-of-Faith-Organist-sits-

in-pew-after-42-6093228.php 

Pictures from February Events! 

              

Claudia Braccaliello and Carl Hackert perform Wayne Leupold leads workshop Feb. 21 at 

on Goldie at Proctor’s Feb. 3.    First Presbyterian Church, Schenectady. 

 

AGO members perform benefit concert 

for the Wayne Leupold Foundation at 

First Presbyterian Church, Schenectady, 

February 20. 

From left to right:  Bryan Kirk, Chuck 

Powers, Larry Roff, George Scherck, 

Kira Garvie, Elinore Farnum and 

Justan Foster. 

 

http://www.enyago.org/
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Allen Organ For Sale: Albany Episcopal 

Diocese.  Call Rev. Michael J. Shank by phone 

(607) 563-9414 or email 

<http://www.albanyepiscopaldiocese.org/contact

/cform.php?whoto=mshank&subject=%27Allen

%20Organ%20Information%27 >. 

 

Rodgers Model 441 For Sale:  Two-

manuals and pedals (AGO standard) digital 

organ Model 441 with upgraded speakers.  Good 

practice instrument, also suitable for smaller 

church.  $3850.  For spec and pictures, contact 

sweelinck5@gmail.com or call (518) 222-4736.  

 

 

Directory Correction: 
Mary Ingraham has retired from the position of 

organist/choir director at Delmar Presbyterian.  

Her current email address is 

mingraham@realtyusa.com. 

 

 

From the editor … 

 

 
Please send important information, 

calendar notifications, articles and photos 

to me at the following email address: 

katherinestorms@gmail.com  by the 25
th

 

of each month, so that The Clarion will be 

online and/or in the mail by the first day 

of the following month. 

Kate Storms 

_________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Jobs Listing Reminder 

 
Remember that current jobs are listed on the 

Eastern New York Chapter AGO website.  

Go to www.enyago.org.  Click on the sub-

heading “Chapter.”  Click on “job listings” 

on the pull-down menu.  You are required to 

log in.  The password is still the same.  A 

password reminder will be sent via e-mail, 

along with this month’s Clarion. 
 

Position open listings are provided free of 

charge, as a service to our members and to 

employing institutions.  Openings are posted 

in the password-protected area of 

www.enyago.org. The chapter cannot accept 

responsibility for the accuracy of the 

material.  Ads will run for two months 

unless or until word is received that a given 

position has been filled.  Material may be 

submitted by e-mail to joeyfala@gmail.com.  

Please use “Eastern NY AGO Chapter” in 

the subject line. 

__________________________________ 

Two-manual 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Advertise in The Clarion 

Full Page: $75 

1/2 Page: $50 

1/4 Page: $35 

1/8 Page: $25 

http://www.enyago.org/
mailto:sweelinck5@gmail.com
mailto:mingraham@realtyusa.com
mailto:katherinestorms@gmail.com
mailto:joeyfala@gmail.com

