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Dean’s Corner 
The Renée Louprette recital gave ENYAGO and 

the Capital District a tremendous start to 2014.  On a cold 
January Friday evening, an enthusiastic crowd filled 
Westminster Presbyterian Church to hear Ms. Louprette, 
who proved to be a spirited performer of the King of 
Instruments. On the following day, she shared her 
knowledge of French composers at the master class, 
inspiring all with her comments.  See article in this 
Clarion for more information and pictures from these 
wonderful events.  Many thanks to Nancy Frank, Gayle 
Hinsdill, and Westminster’s Joy Tallmadge, who provided 
us with delicious refreshments in tastefully arranged 
receptions on both Friday and Saturday. 

There are still spots open for the Hildene 
excursion in April.  Rollin Smith, the award-winning 
author of Louis Vierne: Organist of Notre Dame 

Cathedral, will present “Pipe Organs of the Rich and Famous,” which is also the title of 
his forthcoming book.  This is a rare opportunity and promises to be something very 
special! See the November Clarion at www.enyago.org for details. 

Please go to http://www.agohq.org/ to see the beautifully updated AGO national 
website—a great resource.  Sign up for Boston 2014!  
  We offer a warm and hearty welcome to Gretchen Badger, Delbert Clement, 
Brian Gurley, Susan Hale, James Ingleson, Rebekah Ingram, Samuel Johnson, Frank 
Morana, Judith Smith, Derek Stannard, Betsy Walsh and John Wiesner, who are all new 
members for 2013-2014.  In this February issue of the Clarion, Michael Ricchiuti, 
Membership Chair, has prepared an interesting and informative analysis of chapter 
membership. ENYAGO now begins its mid-year membership drive, offering a reduced 
rate (up to 35% off, depending on category) for new members.  Invite your choir 
members and fellow organists, lovers of all things musical, and people who like to 
support the arts to come join us.  The Guild needs to be strong, not just for us, but for the 
young people coming up.  We need to provide the next generation of choristers and 
organists with as much support as we can muster.  

On March 1, Al Fedak and Sue Hermance Fedak will lead a vocal workshop at 
Niskayuna Reformed Church.  We are truly privileged to have this duo among us; please 
mention this event when inviting new members.  There is no charge to attend, and every 
participant will receive a packet of choral materials worth $35.  Even though it is cold 
outside, let’s warm up our voices and sing! 
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The Clarion is the official 
newsletter of the Eastern New 
York Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists 
and is published monthly ten 
times per year with a 
combined summer issue 
published on June 1. 
Submissions for The Clarion 
must be sent to the editor by 
the 25th of the month prior to 
publication. The editor retains 
the right 
and responsibility to accept, 
reject, and/or edit any and all 
submissions. All submissions 
pertaining to the month of 
publication 
will be printed. Submissions 
pertaining to subsequent 
months will be included space 
permitting. 
 
Submit material to: 
John E. Schreiner, editor 
johneschreiner@aol.com 
(518) 377-6507 
 

To promote the organ in its historic and evolving roles,  
to encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music,  

and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration,  
education, and certification of Guild members. 

 
Edee Silva, CAGO, is Dean 
of the Eastern New York 
Chapter of the AGO.  She is 
also organist and choir 
director at the Parish of St. 
John the Evangelist and St. 
Joseph in Rensselaer. 
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Renée Anne Louprette Recital and Master Class 
 
 
Westminster Presbyterian Church normally does not 
schedule concerts in January, because of historically low 
concert attendance at that time, but Renée Louprette 
changed history on January 24.  On an extremely cold 
night, the church was practically full.  Renée Louprette, 
born and raised in Rensselaer County, brought in the 
organ fans, as well as friends and family.  Maury 
Castro’s introductory remarks set the stage:  “One of the 
most important aspects of the work of the guild is to 
present artists of the highest caliber, playing worthy 
instruments. Tonight we will share that experience 
together…subtle artistry, masterful technique, and the 
thrill, unique to the organ, of glorious, overwhelming 
waves of sound that seem to penetrate the soul.” 
 

 
From the beginning dramatic flourish of the Introduktion 
und Passacaglia in d-moll by Max Reger to the ending 
triumphant conclusion of the Toccata from Vierne’s 
Pièces de Fantaisie, Ms. Louprette’s playing was nimble 

and dynamic. In addition to her fluid mastery of the 
keyboard, she made extensive use of the toe studs to 
change registrations and played sections requiring 
double-pedaling with ease. 

 
Three selections from Bach’s Clavierübung III followed 
the Reger–pieces demonstrating not just Ms. Louprette’s 
outstanding technique, but also her artistry.  Crucifixus, 
from the B Minor Mass, was performed by Ms. 
Louprette and Al Fedak, with both performers splendidly 
portraying the depth of spirituality of this piece.  
 
Liszt variations from “Weinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Zagen” 
and “Crucifixus,” demonstrating his exploration of 
sliding chromaticism, rounded out the first half of the 
program.  The second half began with the rousing 
Marche américaine by Widor and finished with the 
Vierne Pieces de Fantaisie, a collection of pieces 
drawing on many moods, soothing to sparkling 
registrations, romanticism, and ending with the brilliance 
of the organ’s tutti.  For an encore, Renée Anne played 
Mancini’s “Moon River,” as a tribute to her parents, who 
were in attendance, on their 50th wedding anniversary! 
 
At the Saturday master class, Joey Fala, Naphtali 
Rothrock, Susan Hale, and Elinore Farnum performed 
works by Franck, Vierne, and Widor. 
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Louprette Recital and Master Class (cont.) 
 
Ms. Louprette’s comments and suggestions to the 
performers showed the depth of her knowledge about 
French composers, French registrations, characteristics 
of organs that were used by the composers, nuances of 
interpretation, and much more. 

  
Her musicality conveyed new life to the scores, and her 
anecdotes brought new life to the composers.  

 
--Edee Silva 
 
 

Press Releases from the National Office 
 
The following press releases were sent to all Chapter 
newsletter editors. Please follow the links for more 
information about these exciting topics! 
 
 
AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS 
AWARDED $15,000 GRANT FROM THE 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 
 
NEA Funding Will Support Performances, Workshops, 
and New Music at the 52nd Biennial AGO National 
Convention in Boston, Mass., June 23–27, 2014 
 
http://www.agohq.org/2014/01/24/ago-awarded-15000-
grant-from-the-national-endowment-for-the-arts/ 
 
 
$2.5 MILLION GIFT ENABLES THE 
AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS TO 
ENRICH LIVES THROUGH ORGAN MUSIC 
 
Largest Bequest in the History of the AGO Establishes 
Endowments for College Scholarship Program, Organ 
Composition Competition, and Organ Fund to Maintain 
Tracker Pipe Organ 
 
http://www.agohq.org/2014/01/24/2-5-million-gift-
enables-the-american-guild-of-organists-to-enrich-lives-
through-organ-music/ 
 
 
AGO PIPE ORGAN ENCOUNTERS WITH THE 
KING OF INSTRUMENTS PROVIDE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR EDUCATION AND 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
Nine Summer Educational Programs for Teenagers and 
Adults Announced by the AGO with Generous Funding 
Provided by the Associated Pipe Organ Builders of 
America and the American Institute of Organbuilders 
 
http://www.agohq.org/2014/01/22/ago-pipe-organ-
encounters-with-the-king-of-instruments-provide-
opportunities-for-education-and-fellowship/ 
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Chapter Membership Update 
 
Our Chapter continues to thrive!  We have grown by almost 10% over the past 5 years 
and are now up to 129 members.  It's so great to see members appreciating everything the 
Guild has to offer and to see them spreading the word to their friends.  Thanks for all you 
do to support the Eastern New York Chapter of the American Guild of Organists!  
 
Michael Ricchiuti, Treasurer & Registrar 
 
 
[Editor’s note: A copy of the Midyear Membership Form with reduced rates is attached 
along with this issue of the Clarion. Please pass this introductory rate form along to 
potential new members.] 
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Eastern New York Chapter events: 
 
Saturday, March 1, 10:00 am to noon • Choral Reading Session with Al and Sue Fedak 
Niskayuna Reformed Church, Niskayuna (3041 Troy-Schenectady Rd.). Area musicians par excellence Al and Sue Fedak 
will present a choral reading session of works by Al. Includes free packet of music, a $30 value! Music sale precedes 
workshop. Rebecca Benjamin, host organist. 
 
Saturday, April 26, 11:00 am • Lecture, Organ Demonstration, and Lunch at Hildene  
1005 Hildene Rd; Manchester, VT. Hildene, the home of Robert Todd Lincoln, is the site of a splendid Aeolian Pipe 
Organ with 242 rolls. The 1,000-pipe organ was installed in 1908 as a gift from Robert Todd Lincoln to his wife, Mary. 
Enjoy a lecture on house organs of the period including the Hildene instrument, a demonstration of the organ, a tour of the 
estate, and a catered lunch. Full details can be found in the November Clarion. See below for registration. 
 
Saturday, May 3, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm • Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza 
First Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls (400 Glen St.). Bryan Kirk and Andrew Krystopolski. 
 
Saturday, May 17, 11:00 am • Spring Scholarship Student/Teacher Recital & Annual Meeting 
The Church of St. John the Evangelist and St. Joseph, Rensselaer (50 Herrick St.). Scott Trexler, Jonathan Denham 
(student); Farrell Goehring, Tyler Morrill (student). Lunch/Annual Meeting at Taste in Albany (45 Beaver St.). Edee 
Silva, host organist. 
 

Sign up for Hildene! 
Because of space limitations, the event must be limited to 30 people.  We ask that if you would like to attend, you 

make your reservation and pay for the same as soon as possible.  The cost for admission to Hildene and the catered lunch 
will be $20 to ENYAGO members and $25 for non-members of the Chapter. Checks should be made out to ENYAGO 
and sent to Michael Ricchiuti, 23 Harrison Ave., Delmar, NY 12054.   

The driving time to Hildene is 1 1/2 hours from Albany.  When you make your reservation, please indicate if you 
can drive, are willing to take others with you, or will need a ride.  Please also indicate if you have any diet restrictions. 
 
Other Events in the Region: 
 
Sunday, Feb. 9 at 2:30 pm Cathedral of All Saints, 62 S. Swan St., Albany. 
Organist Neil Keene performs a 1/2 hour recital before Choral Evensong. 
 
Friday, Feb. 28 at 7:00 pm First United Presbyterian Church, 1915 5th Ave., Troy 
Recital by RPI student and organ scholar, Joey Fala.  Good will offering.  Reception to follow. 
 
Sunday, March 23 at 3:00 PM All-Bach Concert at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 21 Hackett Blvd, Albany. 
Organ music performed by two Cathedral Musicians: Robert Dicks (All Saints) and Brian Gurley (Immaculate 
Conception). Also St. Paul's Choir & chamber orchestra performing Bach's Missa Brevis BWV234, conducted by Steven 
Rosenberry. Admission $15, seniors $12, students free.  
 

Visit our Chapter’s website at enyago.org  

Advertise in the Clarion! 
Full page: $75 
1/2 page:   $50 
1/4 page:   $35 
1/8 page:   $25 

For more information, contact 
John Schreiner at 
johneschreiner@aol.com or 
518 377-6507. 
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