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Dean’s Corner 
 
After being fortified with coffee, graciously supplied by 
Chris Trombley, who opened John Keal Music for our 
6:50 am meeting time, seven chapter members piled into 
John Schreiner’s van, and we headed across the Berkshires 
on a sunny autumn day, enjoying the lingering colors, on 
our road trip to Boston.  Our first stop was Harvard 
Memorial Church, which houses both a Skinner in the 
front and a Fisk organ in the back of the sanctuary.  For 
me, one of the more exciting things about the trip was 
being on the second floor of the pipe chamber when 
someone started playing the reeds—a quite impressive 
experience!  After a great lunch, we continued on to 
Worcester, to the very beautiful campus of the College of 

the Holy Cross.  After listening to a demonstration by one of their organists, we played 
the Boody and Taylor tracker organ.  The instrument’s tone was exceptional, in a 
remarkable acoustical space.  With many pleasant conversations in the van, coming and 
going, we all had a very good time.  We thank John Schreiner for organizing and leading 
this event. 

Andrew Krystopolski is setting up a yahoo group for all Eastern NY AGO members. 
Sometime in the near future, you will receive an e-mail saying you have been added to 
this group and giving you the option to decline the invitation. Once in this group, you can 
post your musical events to the entire AGO membership. You can still send your news to 
be posted in the Clarion, as well. The advantage of the yahoo group is that you can post 
events as soon as you have all the information, instead of waiting for the next monthly 
Clarion. Of course, you can unsubscribe at any time. 

  As we enter the exceptionally busy Advent and Christmas season, we will once 
more be singing and playing some of the most beloved songs of our religious traditions.  
Many of you are working hard to bring this special music to bless your congregations, 
schools, and the general public, diligently preparing Advent and Christmas concerts, 
Hanukkah music, cantatas and organ recitals.  In addition to all the musical preparation,  
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Dean’s Corner, continued 

many also have additional activities for the holidays, leaving very little time to enjoy our fellow AGO members’ concerts 
and recitals.  As you look over the list of coming events posted in the Clarion this month, if at all possible try to pick one 
event to attend, to give yourself the gift of one pleasant afternoon or evening, refreshed by one of the many fine 
performances offered by your fellow musicians.  Merry Christmas! 
 
 
Eastern New York Chapter on the Move! 
 
Seven members of our Chapter took a road trip to Massachusetts to see three great instruments. The crew met in the early 
morning at John Keal Music in Albany, where Chris Trombley supplied us with coffee and facilities to insure a good trip. 
After an uneventful drive we arrived at Harvard University and were met by Andrew Gingery, a Project Manager at C. B. 
Fisk, Inc.  
 

Memorial Church at Harvard is essentially two spaces separated by a substantial 
screen: Appleton Chapel in the front chancel area, and the main church space. In 
1967, the Fisk firm built the first American-made four-manual tracker organ in the 
modern era, covering the Palladian window in Appleton Chapel and replacing a 
Skinner organ that had been located in the chambers. That instrument, Opus 46, has 
been removed and is in storage, waiting to be installed at Redeemer Presbyterian 
Church in Texas. Harvard engaged Foley-
Baker to restore and install a vintage 
Skinner organ similar to the previous one in 

the Appleton Chapel chambers, and they commissioned a new three-manual 
tracker organ from Fisk for the rear balcony of Memorial Church. This fulfilled 
the vision of many, including Charles Fisk long ago, for the best possible 
solution to an acoustically and liturgically difficult situation. The group had a 
chance to play both instruments and listen to them in the space, starting with the 
Skinner and finishing with the Fisk.  
 

We enjoyed a nice lunch at the Grafton St. Pub before piling into the van and 
heading out to College of the Holy Cross in Worcester. Organ Scholar Abe 
Ross met us and gave a brief demonstration of the 1984 Taylor and Boody 
organ before handing over the keys to us. The trip home was smooth and 
enjoyable. 
 
Many thanks to Christian Lane and James David Christie for reserving the 
chapels and making the instruments available to us, and to Andrew and Abe 
for meeting us in the churches. I thoroughly enjoyed seeing and hearing these 
three different and outstanding instruments.  John Schreiner 

 
 
Job Listings on the Web Site 
 
Positions Available are listed on the Chapter web site, enyago.org and can be found under the “chapter” tab. This portion 
of the site is only open to Chapter members and can be accessed using the password included in the cover e-mail message 
for this edition of the Clarion.  

http://www.enyago.org/
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New Members 
 
Welcome to new Chapter members Delbert Clement, Brian Gurley, and W. Michael Shirk. Their contact information is 
found in the e-mail message to which this edition of the Clarion is attached. 
 
 
Eastern New York Chapter events: 
 
Friday, January 24, 7:30 pm • Organ concert by Renée Anne Louprette  
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Albany (262 State St.) Celebrated organist Renée Anne Louprette, organ professor at 
Rutgers University, will present a concert on the 1929 E.M. Skinner pipe organ. Al Fedak, host organist. 
 
Saturday, January 25, 10:00 am to 12:30 pm • Organ masterclass with Renée Anne Louprette  
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Albany (262 State St.). Focusing on the works of Franck and Vierne, Ms. Louprette 
will coach local organists on prepared literature. Music sale precedes masterclass. 
 
Saturday, March 1, 10:00 am to noon • Choral Reading Session with Al and Sue Fedak 
Niskayuna Reformed Church, Niskayuna (3041 Troy-Schenectady Rd.). Area musicians par excellence Al and Sue Fedak 
will present a choral reading session of works by Al. Includes free packet of music, a $30 value! Music sale precedes 
workshop. Rebecca Benjamin, host organist. 
 
Saturday, April 26, 11:00 am • Lecture, Organ Demonstration, and Lunch at Hildene  
1005 Hildene Rd; Manchester, VT. Hildene, the home of Robert Todd Lincoln, is the site of a splendid Aeolian Pipe 
Organ with 242 rolls. The 1,000-pipe organ was installed in 1908 as a gift from Robert Todd Lincoln to his wife, Mary. 
Enjoy a lecture on house organs of the period including the Hildene instrument, a demonstration of the organ, a tour of the 
estate, and a catered lunch. Full details can be found in the November Clarion. See below for registration. 
 
Saturday, May 3, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm • Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza 
First Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls (400 Glen St.). Bryan Kirk and Andrew Krystopolski. 
 
Saturday, May 17, 11:00 am • Spring Scholarship Student/Teacher Recital & Annual Meeting 
The Church of St. John the Evangelist and St. Joseph, Rensselaer (50 Herrick St.). Scott Trexler, Jonathan Denham 
(student); Farrell Goehring, Tyler Morrill (student). Lunch/Annual Meeting at Taste in Albany (45 Beaver St.). Edee 
Silva, host organist. 
 
 

Sign up for Hildene! 
  
Because of space limitations, the event must be limited to 30 people.  We ask that if you would like to attend, you make 
your reservation and pay for the same by January 1.  The cost for admission to Hildene and the catered lunch will be $20 
to ENYAGO members and $25 for non-members of the Chapter. Checks should be made out to ENYAGO and sent to 
Michael Ricchiuti, 23 Harrison Ave., Delmar, NY 12054.  At this writing, 11 reservations have already been made, so 
there are only 19 remaining.   
  
The driving time to Hildene is 1 1/2 hours from Albany.  When you make your reservation, please indicate if you can 
drive, are willing to take others with you, or will need to get a ride.  Please also indicate if you have any diet restrictions. 
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Other Events in the Region: 
 
Sunday, December 1, 2:30 pm 
Organ Recital and Choral Evensong, Cathedral of All Saints (Episcopal), Albany 
2:30 Organ Recital by Chapter member Agnes Armstrong 
3:00 Advent Procession, with music by Lloyd, Brahms, Rutter, Stravinsky, Dyson, and Manz. 
 
Friday, December 6, 7:00 pm 
"FIRST FRIDAYS AT FIRST PRES" in Schenectady  
Concert Series at First Presbyterian Church in Schenectady, 209 Union Street (in "The Stockade")  
Fall season celebrates the 60th anniversary of the installation of the church's 4-manual Casavant organ. 
"Gloria" (Christmas music festival) 
 
Saturday, December 7, 2:30 pm 
The Thursday Musical Club, a women’s chorus directed by Julie Panke and accompanied by Elinore Farnum, will present 
a Christmas concert on Saturday, December 7 at 2:30 pm in the First Reformed Church of Schenectady, 8 N. Church 
Street. The Thursday Belles will be guest artists for the occasion. The program will include music of Dietrich Buxtehude, 
Lana Walter, Gwyneth Walker and John Rutter. 
Tickets are $15 and will be available from members or at the door. Contact: 370-5434 
 
Sunday, December 8, 3:00 pm  
“Ring & Sing Noel” Please join us for the 89th Annual Carol Sing 
First Reformed Church of Schenectady, Sunday, December 8th at 3PM 
This Holiday Event is presented by Thursday Belles under the direction of Judy Brackett Moore with Elinore Farnum, 
Organ and Joan Nikolski, Piano 
You are encouraged to attend this delightful event and bring your blinking noses, antlers and joyful voices! 
This is a family event for the entire community!  
 
Thursday, December 19, 7:30 pm  
Advent Lessons and Carols. Parish of St. John the Evangelist and St. Joseph (50 Herrick St., Rensselaer) 
Featuring the choirs of Sacred Heart, Holy Spirit, St. Mary, and St. John the Evangelist and St. Joseph. 
Edee Silva, host church organist. Freewill offering. 
 
Sunday, December 22, 2:30 pm 
Organ Recital and Choral Evensong, Cathedral of All Saints (Episcopal), Albany 
2:30 Organ Recital by Mark Dwyer 
3:00 Lessons and Carols, with music by Woodward, Ord, Mathias, Tavener, Howells, Carter, Chilcott, and Bassi. 
 

Visit our Chapter’s website at enyago.org  

Advertise in the Clarion! 
Rates: 
Full page:  $75 
1/2 page:  $50 
1/4 page:  $35 
1/8 page:  $25 
For more information, contact John Schreiner at johneschreiner@aol.com or 518 377-6507. 
 
 
 

http://www.enyago.org/
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