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Dean’s Corner 
Greetings on this 9th day of Christmas!  With the 
December flurry of Advent, Hanukkah, and Christmas 
liturgies and concerts behind us, a sense of calm pervades 
the land.  I love snow days in January, when everything is 
cancelled, and I can catch up on things I have put on hold 
for the last month or two.  If you have a little extra time on 
your hands and need a suggestion for a pleasant afternoon 
or two, you may be interested in researching the AGO 
archives.  They are housed in the Manuscripts and Special 
Collections section of the New York State Library, 11th 
floor, Cultural Education Center, under the listing, 
“Eastern New York Chapter, American Guild of Organists 
Records 1920-1999.”  These papers and/or other materials, 
are available for research and may be reproduced, 
exhibited and/or published.   If you have AGO materials 
that you think should be in ENYAGO’s archives, please 

send them to Kate Storms, our chapter Historian.  
  
Be sure to mark your calendars for Renée Louprette’s January 24 recital, co-sponsored 
by ENYAGO and Westminster Presbyterian Church.  This will be followed by a master 
class on January 25 (more details below).  Having heard Ms. Louprette play at the AGO 
National Convention in Washington D.C., I know it is an honor for our chapter to be able 
to offer this program and highly recommend it to all. 
 
Congratulations are due to Maury Castro, who has accepted a position as music director 
at an Episcopal church in Chatham, MA.  We will be very sorry to see him go, but he has 
left us with a good program in place for the year.  We wish him great success in his new 
position! 
 
As we enter 2014, it is once again time to make New Year’s resolutions.  I need to 
increase the quantity and quality of my practice time.  My first organ teacher said, 
“practice does not make perfect—it makes permanent!”  About practicing and 
performing, my second organ teacher gave the wise advice, “you just have to be careful!”  
A visitor of Albert Schweizer wrote, ‘he loves music and needs it. Even in Africa, when 
working very hard, the day is not ended before he has his one hour of practice on his 
piano with organ pedals.’  And we should all remember—current research shows we 
actually physically benefit from singing, playing or even just listening to music that we 
like.  So play on; enjoy the gift of music and pass it on to others!  Happy New Year! 
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The Clarion is the official 
newsletter of the Eastern New 
York Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists 
and is published monthly ten 
times per year with a 
combined summer issue 
published on June 1. 
Submissions for The Clarion 
must be sent to the editor by 
the 25th of the month prior to 
publication. The editor retains 
the right 
and responsibility to accept, 
reject, and/or edit any and all 
submissions. All submissions 
pertaining to the month of 
publication 
will be printed. Submissions 
pertaining to subsequent 
months will be included space 
permitting. 
 
Submit material to: 
John E. Schreiner, editor 
johneschreiner@aol.com 
(518) 377-6507 
 

To promote the organ in its historic and evolving roles,  
to encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music,  

and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration,  
education, and certification of Guild members. 

 
Edee Silva, CAGO, is Dean 
of the Eastern New York 
Chapter of the AGO.  She is 
also organist and choir 
director at the Parish of St. 
John the Evangelist and St. 
Joseph in Rensselaer. 
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Eastern New York Chapter events: 
 

Friday, January 24, 7:30 pm • Organ concert by  
Renée Anne Louprette  
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Albany (262 State St.) 
Celebrated organist Renée Anne Louprette, organ professor 
at Rutgers University, will present a concert on the 1929 
E.M. Skinner pipe organ. Al Fedak, host organist. 
 
Saturday, January 25, 10:00 am to 12:30 pm • Organ 
masterclass with Renée Anne Louprette  
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Albany (262 State St.). 
Focusing on the works of Franck and Vierne, Ms. Louprette 

will coach local organists on prepared literature. Music sale precedes masterclass. 
 
Saturday, March 1, 10:00 am to noon • Choral Reading Session with Al and Sue Fedak 
Niskayuna Reformed Church, Niskayuna (3041 Troy-Schenectady Rd.). Area musicians par excellence Al and Sue Fedak 
will present a choral reading session of works by Al. Includes free packet of music, a $30 value! Music sale precedes 
workshop. Rebecca Benjamin, host organist. 
 
Saturday, April 26, 11:00 am • Lecture, Organ Demonstration, and Lunch at Hildene  
1005 Hildene Rd; Manchester, VT. Hildene, the home of Robert Todd Lincoln, is the site of a splendid Aeolian Pipe 
Organ with 242 rolls. The 1,000-pipe organ was installed in 1908 as a gift from Robert Todd Lincoln to his wife, Mary. 
Enjoy a lecture on house organs of the period including the Hildene instrument, a demonstration of the organ, a tour of the 
estate, and a catered lunch. Full details can be found in the November Clarion. See below for registration. 
 
Saturday, May 3, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm • Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza 
First Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls (400 Glen St.). Bryan Kirk and Andrew Krystopolski. 
 
Saturday, May 17, 11:00 am • Spring Scholarship Student/Teacher Recital & Annual Meeting 
The Church of St. John the Evangelist and St. Joseph, Rensselaer (50 Herrick St.). Scott Trexler, Jonathan Denham 
(student); Farrell Goehring, Tyler Morrill (student). Lunch/Annual Meeting at Taste in Albany (45 Beaver St.). Edee 
Silva, host organist. 
 
 

Sign up for Hildene! 
  
Because of space limitations, the event must be limited to 30 people.  We ask that if you would like to attend, you make 
your reservation and pay for the same as soon as possible.  The cost for admission to Hildene and the catered lunch will 
be $20 to ENYAGO members and $25 for non-members of the Chapter. Checks should be made out to ENYAGO and 
sent to Michael Ricchiuti, 23 Harrison Ave., Delmar, NY 12054.   
 
The driving time to Hildene is 1 1/2 hours from Albany.  When you make your reservation, please indicate if you can 
drive, are willing to take others with you, or will need to get a ride.  Please also indicate if you have any diet restrictions. 
 
Job Listings on the Web Site 
 
Positions Available are listed on the Chapter web site, enyago.org and can be found under the “chapter” tab. This portion 
of the site is only open to Chapter members and can be accessed using the password included in the cover e-mail message 
for this edition of the Clarion. 

http://www.enyago.org/
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Visit our Chapter’s website at enyago.org  

Advertise in the Clarion! 
Rates: 
Full page:  $75 
1/2 page:  $50 
1/4 page:  $35 
1/8 page:  $25 
For more information, contact John Schreiner at johneschreiner@aol.com or 518 377-6507. 
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