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Dean’s Corner     Dean’s Corner  
 
What an honor to be offered the post of dean of 

ENYAGO.  It is a privilege to be a part of a group with such 
breadth of talent and experience with the King of 
Instruments.  Never underestimate your talents and gifts, 
and take advantage of what AGO has to offer, to help you 
continue to inspire in your church or synagogue.    

Maury Castro and his team are putting together a 
wonderful program for the year, beginning with a joint 
social event with the American Theatre Organ Society—
Oktoberfest, a potluck hosted by Andrew Krystopolski, who 
will add the “oom-pah music” with accordion selections. 
Bring a potential new member! 

Did you know that in addition to being an 
organization for organists and friends, the AGO is also an 
organization dedicated to the support of singers and choral 

music?  If you know singers or choir directors who would like to join, please direct them 
to the membership form on our website.   

Speaking of websites, check out AGOny.bizland.com, recently revamped by new 
Webmasters Joey Fala and Gary Loughrey, along with outgoing Webmaster, Todd Sisley. 

This year’s regional convention at Hartford offered outstanding performances and 
workshops. It was especially encouraging to see the depth of talent in some of the younger 
organists, including Joey Fala, who placed 2nd for Region II in a very close competition.  
One of the more interesting workshops for me was led by Barbara Conable on prime ways 
to stay comfortable at the keyboard, demonstrating “how to correct and refine one’s body 
map for optimally free and efficient movement.” 

Our chapter would like to continue to support WMHT’s Pipe Dreams, as we have 
in the past.  If this is important to you, please consider making an extra donation to 
ENYAGO to help cover this expense.  You can send it to Michael Ricchiuti, Treasurer.  It 
is always such a delight to hear Pipe Dreams, and it would be a great loss to our entire 
community if WMHT discontinued this program.  Additional opportunities for giving to 
ENYAGO are in the areas of sponsoring young people to study the organ--many thanks to 
those of you who have given so generously in the past. 

It is not too early to start thinking about attending Boston 2014.  Registration 
begins in October. You will be challenged, informed and entertained.  Possibilities for 
networking are endless, and Boston is a great city to visit. 
 
Here’s to a wonderful year of music! 
Edee Silva, Dean  
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The Clarion is the official 
newsletter of the Eastern 
New York Chapter of the 
American Guild of 
Organists and is published 
monthly ten times per year 
with a combined summer 
issue published on June 1. 
Submissions for The  
Clarion must be sent to the 
editor by the 25th of the 
month prior to publication. 
The editor retains the right 
and responsibility to accept, 
reject, and/or edit any and 
all submissions. All 
submissions pertaining to 
the month of publication 
will be printed. Submissions 
pertaining to subsequent 
months will be included 
space permitting. 
 
Submit material to: 
John E. Schreiner, editor 
johneschreiner@aol.com 
(518) 377-6507 

To promote the organ in its historic and evolving roles,  
to encourage excellence in the performance of organ and choral music,  

and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration,  
education, and certification of Guild members. 

 
Edee Silva, CAGO, is Dean 
of the Eastern New York 
Chapter of the AGO.  She is 
also organist and choir 
director at the Parish of St. 
John the Evangelist and St. 
Joseph in Rensselaer. 
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COME. APPEAR. INSPIRE.  

These three words, taken from W. H. Auden’s poem, 
“Anthem for St. Cecilia’s Day” (set to music by Ben 
Britten in 1942) were the theme for the Regions I & II 
Convention held in Hartford, Connecticut, June 29th 
through July 3rd. Attending from our Chapter were Joey 
Fala, Bryan Kirk, Edee Silva, Nancy Frank, and Agnes 
Armstrong. [Edee, Nancy, and Agnes are pictured below 
at Asylum Hill Congregational Church] 

 

Joey was a finalist competitor in the 
Quimby/Regional Competition for Young Organists 
(Region II), held Saturday morning. The others were 
Jillian Gardner, Ryan Kennedy, and Prince Nametag 
Namangan. Each had previously won a chapter-level 
competition. The playing was nothing short of top-notch, 
which forced the judges to deliberate quite a long time 
before finally declaring Ryan Kennedy the winner. Joey 
came in second, meaning that if for any reason Ryan 
cannot play at next summer’s National Convention in 
Boston, he will take that spot. Of course, we are very 
proud of Joey, and expect further great things of him. 
Congratulations, Joey!! 

 On Sunday evening, we were treated to the Bach 
Vespers for the Feast of Pentecost at St. James’ 
Episcopal Church, performed by the choir and musicians 
of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, New York City, under 
the direction of Rick Erickson.  This was a very moving 
service, extremely well performed. This was followed by 
Isabelle Demers’ opening organ recital at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church. 

 Monday morning we gathered at Center Church 
to hear recitals by the Quimby/RCYO winners from both 
Region I and Region II, followed by the opening 

convocation service. In the afternoon, Annie Laver 
played at Immanuel Congregational Church. After a 
series of workshop options, conventioneers heard a 
choral concert by the group Concora, under conductor 
Richard Coffey, at St. Patrick-St. Anthony Church. 

 

Opening Convocation Service 

 Tuesday brought the customary Regional 
Business Meetings, followed by Jason Roberts’ recital at 
the Cathedral of St. Joseph. Christa Rakich presented a 
program of music for organ and instruments at St. Peter 
Claver Church, after which the luncheon meetings for 
Regional Leaders were held, and workshops and exhibits 
were open. The convention banquet that evening was 
held at Trinity College, preceding a lovely carillon 
concert, for which we sat (or stood) out on the campus 
lawn. The recital following was given by Christopher 
Houlihan in the Trinity College Chapel. It was truly a 
Standing-Room-Only event, and a very memorable 
occasion, indeed. 

 Wednesday morning opened with a bang-up 
recital by Todd Wilson at Asylum Hill Congregational 
Church. The afternoon brought a number of optional 
tours, including the Mark Twain House, the Bushnell 
Memorial organ, the Wadsworth Atheneum, and the 
New Britain Museum of American Art. The convention 
closed that evening with a recital by Nathan Laube at 
Christ Church Cathedral. 

 The convention steering committee assembled 
by chairman Jason Charneski proved that they really 
know how to put on an AGO convention. Jason himself 
is as enthusiastic a leader as one could hope for. The 
Hartford area is blessed with a number of very fine pipe 
organs housed in acoustically-favorable buildings, and 



Eastern	New	York	Chapter	AGO	 	 	 	 	 							September,	2013	
 

Page | 3  
 

(Come. Appear. Inspire. cont.) we heard instruments of 
many styles during these few days. The level of playing 
was remarkably high, and I was particularly inspired by 
the number of young, fresh faces who performed for us, 
alongside several more established players. 

 If you have ever  — or especially if you have 
never — attended an AGO convention, I urge you to put 
the next one into your plans. If you go with another 
AGO member, and share the hotel expense, it really is 

not all that costly. Think of it as an investment in your 
musicianship. After all, when was the last time you took 
an organ lesson? 

Our next National Convention is in Boston 
during July 2014. Mark your calendar now. You will 
come away inspired, and glad to have experienced some 
of the best of our profession, whether you are a part-time 
organist, an amateur, or a professional musician. 

 — Agnes Armstrong, Councillor for Region II, AGO

 

 

2013–2014 Program Year Highlights 
  
October 11, 6 pm—? 
Oktoberfest Strictly Social Event, jointly with the American Theatre Organ Society, Hudson Valley-Mohawk Chapter 
St. George’s Episcopal Church, Schenectady (30 N. Ferry St.) 
Hosted by Andrew Krystopolski, music director 
includes music sale 
  
November date TBA (Saturday) 
Cambridge, MA Organ Tour. Organs of Harvard Memorial Church (Skinner and Fisk), Wellesley College (Fisk) and 
College of the Holy Cross (Taylor and Boody) 
  
January 24, 7:30 pm 
Organ concert with Renée Anne Louprette at Westminster Presbyterian Church (262 State St.) 
  
January 25, 10 am to 12:30 pm 
Organ masterclass with Renée Anne Louprette at Westminster Presbyterian Church (262 State St.) 
music sale preceding masterclass 
  
May 3, 10 am to 2 pm 
Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza 
First Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls (400 Glen St.) 
Hosted by Bryan Kirk, music director and Andrew Krystopolski 
  
May 17, 11 am 
Spring Scholarship Student/Teacher Recital & Annual Meeting 
Scott Trexler, Jonathan Denham (student) 
Farrell Goehring, Tyler Morrill (student) 
St. John’s and St. Josephs, Rensselaer (50 Herrick St.) 
Lunch/Annual Meeting at Taste in Albany 
Hosted by Edee Silva, organist 
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Events in the Region 
 
"FIRST FRIDAYS AT FIRST PRES"       Friday night, September 6 at 7 pm 
Concert Series at First Presbyterian Church in Schenectady, 209 Union Street (in "The Stockade") 

Fall season celebrates the 60th anniversary of the installation of the church's 4-manual Casavant organ. 
 
Music for organ and brass quintet, including ... 
     Fanfare (Lang) 
     Procession of the Nobles (Rimsky-Korsakov) 
     Genevan Suite (Mays) 
     Choral (Jongen) 
     Festival Procession (Strauss) 
     Toccata, Symph. V (Widor) 
 
Admission is free.  An offering will be received. 
Organist, Dr. Larry Roff with Signature Brass 

Solo organ transcriptions of orchestral works 
     Largo, New World Symphony (Dvorak) 
     Adagio for Strings (Barber) 
     Nocturne, from 2nd string quarter (Borodin) 
     Pilgrim's Chorus, from Tannhauser (Wagner) 
 
Future "First Friday at First Pres" organ concerts  
     Oct. 4 - AGO prize winner Joey Fala 
     Nov. 1 - Elinore Farnum and guest organists 
     Dec. 6 - "Gloria" (Christmas music festival)

 
 
STOCKADE ART SHOW ORGAN RECITAL SERIES-  
St. George's Episcopal Church. Saturday, September 7 
Informal organ recitals by some of the Capitol Districts finest organists throughout the day. 
  
10:30-11:00– Jeff Wengrovius, Associate Organist, St. George’s, Schenectady 
11:30-12:00– Edee Silva, Organist, St. John’s R.C. Church, Rensselaer 
12:30-1:00– Robert Dicks, Lloyd Cast Organ Fellow, Cathedral of All Saints, Albany 
1:30-2:00– Agnes Armstrong, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Altamont and Helderberg Reformed Church 
2:30-3:00– Charles Jones, Organist, Church of St. Pius X, Loudonville 
3:30-4:00- Maury Castro, Organist, First United Presbyterian Church, Troy 
 
 
CRAIG WILLIAMS IN CONCERT, October 6 at 5 pm. 
Church of the Annunciation, Ilion, NY  

Allegro from Widor’s 6th Symphony 
Bach D Major Prelude and Fugue 
Liszt Ad Nos 

Craig, organist and choir master at the Cadet Chapel at West Point, is an acclaimed organist.  He is very entertaining and 
usually plays everything from memory! 
 
 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 603 State Street, Schenectady begins its 35th Concert Series season on 
Sunday, October 6, 2013 at 3:00 pm with a concert by Harmonic Brass of Munich. 
A favorite  of FUMC concert series patrons, Harmonic Brass of Munich returns to Schenectady for the eighth time to 
bring its own blend of virtuoso performance and entertainment that has captivated audiences around the world. The group 
is well known because of its detailed choreography, artistic brilliance and subtle humor, through which it tries to remind 
its audiences of the power of music to overcome barriers. Hailed as the “Canadian Brass of Europe,” they never fail to 
provide an evening of fun and musical enjoyment for their audiences. 
The concert is free and all are welcome to attend. For more information call the church office at 374-4403. 
Website: www.harmonicbrass.de 
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Editor’s notes: I would like to thank Maury Castro for doing such a great job producing the Clarion for these last three 
years. Please be patient as I get up to speed.  
 
As noted on the front page, the Editor reserves the right to accept, reject, and edit any submissions. Understand that the 
Editor is inclined to do as little editing as possible, so please make sure you are happy with anything you submit going to 
press as submitted. 
 
Finally, much has been written, spoken, and sung about the passing of David Griggs-Janower last Sunday. He was a force 
for good and for music in our region. His zeal for encouraging young musicians through the High School Choral Fest and 
apprenticeship programs reinforced the enthusiasm of the students. I will remember him as a conductor who always had a 
vision of how he wanted a piece to sound, and an ability to get each musician in a group to perform at his or her best. 
Many good singers sang under his direction but together, with him leading the way, we were able to do great things. 
Peace. 
 
 

Available Instruments and Parts 
 
CUSTOM-BUILT TWO-RANK WICKS FOR SALE 
Manual 1:    8’ Copula  

4’ Gemshorn 
2’ Block Flute 
 

Manual 2: 8’ Gemshorn 
4’ Koppel flute 
1 1/3’ Spitz Quint  
 

Pedal  16’ Subbass (gemshorn) 
8’ Gedeckt 
4’ Flute 
2’ Choralbass 

Approximately dimensions, 5’X7’X7’.  Recently cleaned and maintained. 
Price $4,000, negotiable.  Contact Charles Moose at 664-6590. 
_________________________________________________ 
 
ANDOVER CHESTS AVAILABLE FREE IN W. MASS. 
Currently available are nine Andover windchests and misc. related components (including some incredible swell shades!) 
from the former St. James Episcopal Church of Great Barrington, Mass.   built for Andover's 1970's modification of the 
original Austin organ, and scrupulously maintained by Foley-Baker. The owner is offering these components FREE OF 
CHARGE TO WHOMEVER WILL CART THEM from their present location in W. Stockbridge, Mass.  Hopefully they 
can find their way into a new incarnation. The components are: 
       - a large electro- pneumatic chest ( broken down to rack boards, toe bds, pouch bds, bottom bds and frame ) 
       - 27 note offset chest ( Austin )    101" long 
       -  2 rank chest     100" long 
       - 32 note chest    61 " 
       - another  2 rank chest     97" 
       - 12 note chest         70" 
       - a mixture and mutation chest   54" 
       -  single rank chest ( diapason )     101" 
       - another mixture chest      43" x 17" 
 
With the wish to conclude this matter by mid-September, interested parties are invited to contact Charles Olegar at 
charles.olegar@gmail.com 


