
E A S T E R N  N E W  Y O R K

The Clarion 1

The Clarion

Review of 
Michael Hey 
Concert
Agnes Armstrong, CAGO, is the Councillor for Region II of the 
AGO. She is also organist and choir director at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Altamont, and Helderberg Reformed Church, Guilderland 
Center.

       What a delightful evening we had February 16, 
when our chapter presented organist Michael Hey 
in recital at the First United Presbyterian Church in 
Troy. This young organist is one of the Rising Stars 
in our profession. Currently a student of Paul 
Jacobs, he is a full-tuition recipient in his fourth 
year of the accelerated Bachelor’s/Master’s 
program at the Juilliard School. It was nearly 10 
years ago that Paul Jacobs himself played this 
organ, when our chapter presented the regional 
convention.

       Michael is barely old enough to order a beer, but 
he plays with such elegant technique and musicality 
that one audience member mused that perhaps he 
had been born on the organ bench. Even before the 
recital began, he was out in the room, chatting with 
some of the audience members, in marked contrast to
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Dean’s Corner
John E. Schreiner is dean of the Eastern New York Chapter of the AGO. 
John is president of Schreiner Pipe Organs, Ltd., located in downtown 
Schenectady.

! ! To say that I thoroughly enjoyed
! ! Michael Hey’s recital last month would
! ! be an understatement. His playing was
! ! exciting and yet thoroughly controlled. 
controlled.! A sincere thanks to Michael, and to 
! ! Todd Sisley, Sister Pat, and Maury 
! ! Castro for making the arrangements and 
hosting the event.

I also enjoyed the evening as a social event, meeting 
members in person whom I had only spoken with on 
the phone, and greeting people who came because 
they heard about the recital on the radio or television. 

Several people asked about the Pedals, Pipes, and 
Pizza program that was postponed due to the 
snowstorm. I am happy to report that the event has 
been rescheduled for April 27 (see Chapter Events, 
opposite). This will make April a very full month for 
chapter events. 

The AGO Region I and II Convention in Hartford this 
summer has extended the early registration date until 
March 15. Please visit www.hartfordago2013.org to 
learn more about the convention and to take 
advantage of the early registration rates.

There are no chapter events in March, but there are 
several organ-related concerts to keep in mind (see 
Events, p. 3). On Sunday, March 10, Al Fedak will join 
the Empire State Youth Orchestra in presenting the 
Saint-Saëns Symphony #3, (Organ Symphony), at Troy 
Savings Bank Music Hall. While this performance will 
not feature the historic Odell organ in the hall for 
several unfortunate but compelling reasons, I applaud 
Conductor Helen Cha-Pyo for programming the piece 
and exposing the students to it. Music by Rimsky-
Korsakov and Nielson are also on the program for the 
Youth Orchestra, and the younger Repertory 

Orchestra will play Bizet, Rimsky-Korsakov, and 
Beethoven. Shameless plug: My son plays in the 
Rep orchestra, and I think both groups are well 
worth hearing.

On March 17 at 3 pm, organist Aaron David Miller 
will play a recital at First United Methodist Church 
in Schenectady. Aaron and I crossed paths in 
Toledo over a decade ago when he moved to town 
just as I was getting ready to move here. He played 
continuo for a concert I was singing in, and his 
facility and mastery were immediately evident. He 
is now the Music Director at House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church, and I leave you with a video 
of him playing one of his own compositions there:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=pF-iXrqu9qk 

Chapter Events 
April 13, 9:30 am ● Workshop with Bruce Neswick
Westminster Presbyterian Church (262 State St., 
Albany). Master practitioner of sacred music, and 
expert in the areas of improvisation, choral training, 
accompanying, and composition, Bruce Neswick 
presents a morning workshop following his solo 
recital at Westminster. Music sale precedes 
workshop.

April 20, day trip ● Organ Crawl in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts
Visit, hear, and play the two new organs at Harvard 
University, and elsewhere (TBA).

April 27, 10:00 am–2:00 pm ● Pedals, Pipes & Pizza
Rescheduled from February 9. Co-hosted by St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church and First Church, Albany. 
Neil Keen, Mary Bon, Andrew Krystopolski, 
Charles Jones, and John Schreiner. Event begins at 
First Church. Please encourage piano and organ 
students between ages 7 to 17 to attend. To register, 
contact Neil Keen at 399-0137. If you would like to 
volunteer your assistance, contact Andrew 
Krystopolski at 522-8555.

http://www.hartfordago2013.org
http://www.hartfordago2013.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pF-iXrqu9qk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pF-iXrqu9qk
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Events
Empire State Youth Orchestra and 
Al Fedak in Concert
Troy Savings Bank Music Hall, 
Troy (30 2nd St.), March 10, 3:00 
pm. Saint-Saëns Symphony #3 
(Organ Symphony).  www.esyo.org 

Festival of Hymns with Aaron 
David Miller
First United Methodist Church, 
Schenectady (603 State St.), March 
17, 3:00 pm. Aaron David Miller is 
in constant demand as a recitalist 
and leader of hymn festivals. A 
winner of several prestigious 
competitions, including the top 
prize at the AGO National 
Improvisation Competition, and 
the Bach and Improvisation prizes 
at the Calgary International Organ 
Festival Competition, he is 

particularly well-known for his 
imaginative and highly original 
improvisations. Aaron serves as 
the Director of Music and Organist 
at House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church in St. Paul, Minnesota.
www.gbgm-umc.org/schenectady

Hope College Chapel Choir in 
Concert
First Reformed Church, Scotia (224 
N. Ballston Ave., March 18, 7:30 
pm. http://churches.rca.org/
firstreformedscotia

Musicians of Ma'alwyck 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Albany (262 State St.), March 29, 
7:30 pm. Good Friday concert  
featuring music of Schütz, Haydn, 
and Ridout. Freewill offering. 
www.wpcalbany.org

Thursday Musical Club in 
Concert
First Reformed Church, 
Schenectady (8 N. Church St.), 
April 7, 2:30 pm. The women's 
chorus will celebrate 100 years of 
choral singing. Selections will 
include songs from the eras since 
1913 written by composers such as 
Hoagy Carmichael, the Gershwins, 
Lerner and Lowe and Joni 
Mitchell. A historical narrative will 
complement the music with a 
focus on women’s 
accomplishments. A highlight of 
the afternoon will be a 
commissioned piece honoring 
women entitled There's Nothing 
That A Woman Cannot Do, by 
Valerie Showers Crescenz. Guest 
artists will be the Musicians of 
Ma'alwyck, featuring Ann Marie 

S A I N T  T H O M A S  C H O I R  S C H O O L 202 WEST 58TH ST, NEW YORK, NY 10019

Boys in grades one through four are invited, with their parents,  
to join us for an a!ernoon at Saint "omas Choir School.

! Tour the school with choristers 

! Visit with teachers in the classroom 

! Speak with chorister parents 
Visiting boys may attend 4pm Evensong, vested and seated behind the Choir of Men and Boys. 

Please contact Ruth Cobb, 212-247-3311, or rcobb@choirschool.org, for further information or to reserve a place.

Be a Chorister for a Day  
SUNDAY, APRIL 14,  2013 from 2-3:30pm

S A I N T  T H O M A S  C H O I R  S C H O O L
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Schwartz, Petia Kassarova and 
Timothy Newton.  Tony Riccobono 
and Leonard Tobler will 
accompany the chorus on bass and 
drums. Tickets: $15, adults; $12, 
seniors; children 10 and under free. 
Contact Ann Tetrault at 334-6873 
or janntet@yahoo.com.
thursdaymusicalclub.org 

Charles Callahan, Organ Recital    
Zion Lutheran Church, 
Schenectady (153 Nott Terrace), 
April 14, 3:00 pm. 
www.zionlcny.org

Weekly Organ Concerts
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 
Albany (107 State St.), Fridays, 
12:30 pm. 
www.stpeterschurchalbany.org

Announcements
Directory Additions
Panke, Julie
120 Third St.
Scotia, NY  12302
370-5434
kirkechor@earthlink.net
First Reformed Church, 
Schenectady - Dir. of Mus. 

Rothrock, Naphtali
406 Darrow Rd.
Sprakers, NY 12166
479-9186
nlrothrock@gmail.com
First Reformed Church, 
Schenectady - Organist

Pipe Organ Encounter 
Portland, Maine (Portland 
Chapter), June 23–28. Maine 
College of Art. Contact: John 

Sullivan, FAGO, 6B Lillian 
Avenue, Saco, ME 04072. 
207-282-0271; jtcsul@earthlink.net; 
www.agoportlandmaine.com

Advertise in The Clarion
Highlight an upcoming event, 
advertise your services, or 
celebrate a milestone. Contact the 
editor for more information. Rates 
per issue: Full page:  $75; 1/2 
page:  $50; 1/4 page:  $35; 1/8 
page:  $25. 

Advertise your event on 
Pipedreams
Purchase advertising time during 
the regular AGO announcement 
that accompanies Pipedreams. $35 
per Sunday. Contact Michael 
Ricchiuti, chapter treasurer.

Review of Michael Hey Concert, 
cont. (from p. 1):
many recitalists, who hide in some 
dark corner until the hour of their 
appearance. Throughout the 
program, he faced the audience in 
an easy-going manner to explain 
something about the music he was 
playing, impressing us with his 
broad smile and sunny 
personality. Here is an organist 
who loves to play, who loves to 
perform, and whose enthusiasm 
and joyful spirit are infectious.
       Michael’s program included a 
number of his own transcriptions, 
which are quickly becoming his 
speciality. He makes transcriptions 
particularly of piano works, and 
for this reason, at the request of 
yours truly, at the last minute he 
substituted his transcription of 
Debussy's Children's Corner suite 

for the Reger piece he had 
originally scheduled. I first heard 
Michael play the Debussy 
transcription two years ago at the 
regional convention in 
Morristown, New Jersey. At that 
time, he was only 19 years old, 
but he had handily won first 
place in the Quimby/RCYO 
Competition and the right to a 
winner’s recital (which was set at 
9:00 am). Even at that early hour, 
Michael’s masterful playing 
impressed everyone.
       Opening his Troy program 
with his own transcription of an 
orchestral work, the overture to 
Smetana's opera The Bartered 
Bride, Michael took command of 
the instrument and captivated 
the audience immediately. He 
followed this with Bachs Prelude 
and Fugue in A minor, BWV 543. 
Here he showed his ability to 
adapt such a classic work to the 
organ at hand, with judicious use 
of the swell box, and colorful 
registrations that fit both the 
music and the instrument. Then 
came the opus 5 Suite of Maurice 
Duruflé, played with aplomb. We 
rarely see standing ovations in 
the middle of a recital, but the 
audience rose to applaud before 
the intermission. That short 
break gave us the chance to 
circulate and greet fellow 
members, most of whom were 
already enthusing about the high 
quality of this recital. 
       The Debussy suite led off the 
second half of the program, 
followed by the Passacaille from 
the piano trio of Maurice Ravel, 
another of Michael’s own
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transcriptions. He finished up 
with Charles Ives' Variations on 
"America," an especially fitting 
piece for President’s Day 
weekend, played with remarkable 
technical finish and all the humor 
inherent in the piece. Again, the 
audience rose to applaud and 
would not stop clapping until 
Michael came back for an encore. 
He announced the piece, for 
which I was glad, The Musical 
Snuff Box by Anatoly Lyadov, 
another piano miniature 
transcription. Everything was 
played from memory, save the 
Ravel work, a new transcription.

Sponsoring this recital was one of 
our chapter's most outstanding 
events. Those who attended were 
fortunate to hear this outstanding 
young musician, not a prodigy, 
but an exciting, mature musician, 
despite his age. We look forward 
to the opportunity to invite 
Michael Hey back again and 
again. 
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Eastern New York Chapter
American Guild of Organists
at First United Presbyterian Church
1915 Fifth Ave.
Troy, NY  12180

Officers
John E. Schreiner — Dean
Todd Sisley — Sub-dean
Edee Silva — Recording Secretary
Michael Ricchiuti — Treasurer and Registrar
Maury A. Castro — Corresponding Secretary

Next Issue:  April 2013
Feature Article:  Interview with Todd Sisley, editor of The American 
Organist Magazine
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