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All About 
Michael Hey
On February 16, the chapter will host a recital by Mr. Hey. See p. 2 
for details.

Michael Thomas Crisostomo Hey is a graduate 
student in organ at The Juilliard School in the 
studio of Paul Jacobs, chairman of the department 
and recent Grammy award winner. He presently 
serves as assistant organist at Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in Manhattan.

He gave his official New York City debut in 
November 2010 at Lincoln Center performing a 
Handel organ concerto with the Juilliard Orchestra 
under the direction of Sir Nicholas McGegan. In 
Seen and Heard International, Stan Metzger wrote 
“...the first piece [gave] the soloist, Michael Hey, 
the opportunity to show his talents. Mr. Hey 
performed admirably, playing without a score in 

front of him and making the music seem 
improvisatory in the way that Handel might have 
played it."

In July 2011 he received first prize in the Regional 
Competition for Young Organists at the American
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Dean’s Corner
John E. Schreiner is dean of the Eastern New York Chapter of the AGO. 
John is president of Schreiner Pipe Organs, Ltd., located in downtown 
Schenectady.

! !  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
! !  Looking back on 2012, I am pleased to 
! !  say that it was a good year in 
! !  many ways. The AGO National 
! !  Convention in Nashville was a true 
! !  highlight, where performances by 
! !  Rising Stars, competition winners, and 
the choir from Trinity College, Cambridge were truly 
inspiring.

As I was looking into the new year, I realized that I 
had only put the first few chapter events into my 
calendar. My calendar is now complete through June 
and I am looking forward to the programs. Please 
update your calendars and join us for events. 

On February 16, our chapter is sponsoring a recital by 
Michael Hey, a Juilliard graduate student and an 
AGO Rising Star. While the recital is a chapter event, 
it is free and open to all. Donations, of course, will be 
gratefully accepted. I encourage you to invite anyone 
who might be interested. It will be a great show.

Our April 20 road trip to Harvard to see the new Fisk 
organ and a newly refurbished Skinner organ in the 
University’s Memorial Church promises to be a long 
but rewarding day. There will be the possibility of 
visiting one other organ in the Boston or Worcester 
area to round out the day. Please let me know if there 
is a particular instrument you would like us to 
investigate for the trip.

Finally, it will soon be time to assemble a nominating 
committee for this spring’s election of officers. Our 
Executive Board is filled with talented, hard-working 
members who make the chapter run smoothly. There 
has been very little turnover in recent years and, 
while the chapter would be well served for all to 
continue in their current positions, there will be at 

least one executive opening and two director 
openings to fill. Please take some time to consider 
serving on the board or volunteering for work on 
one of the committees.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the movies! As 
an appetizer, follow this link to hear Christopher 
Young playing Féte by Jean Langlais, part of the 
inaugural recital for the new organ at Indiana 
University:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gWPl-
kMMJs

Chapter Events 
January 19, 11:30 am ● Winter Film: The Life and 
Music of Jean Langlais
Emerson Hall, Union College (Schenectady). This 
documentary film features Ann Labounsky, FAGO, 
organist, teacher, and scholar, and author of the 
book Jean Langlais: The Man and His Music. Dr. 
Labounsky studied with Langlais in Paris and has 
made the first recording of his complete organ 
works. The chapter’s scores and books will be 
available for purchase preceding the film screening.

February 9, 10:00 am ● Pedals, Pipes & Pizza
Co-hosted by St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and First 
Church, Albany. Neil Keen, Mary Bon, Andrew 
Krystopolski, Charles Jones, and John Schreiner.

February 16, 7:00 pm ● Recital by Michael Hey
First United Presbyterian Church (1915 Fifth Ave., 
Troy). AGO Rising Star and Juilliard School 
graduate student Michael Hey presents a solo 
recital on the church’s III/52 Hutchings & Votey/
Spencer/Austin/Kerner & Merchant.

April 13, 9:30 am ● Workshop with Bruce Neswick
Westminster Presbyterian Church (262 State St., 
Albany). Master practitioner of sacred music, and 
expert in the areas of improvisation, choral training, 
accompanying, and composition, Bruce Neswick 
presents a morning workshop following his solo 
recital at Westminster. Music sale precedes 
workshop.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gWPl-kMMJs
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Event
Winter-Fest Organ Concert
First Presbyterian Church, Glens 
Falls (400 Glen Street), January 13, 
4:00 pm. Donald VerKuilen, 
organist. Bach, Buxtehude, Bédard, 
Franck, Langlais and Paulus. 
Suggested donation of $10 benefits 
the Beeman Fund. For more info: 
518.793.2521, ext. 17 or 
kbkirk@fpcgf.org. www.fpcgf.org

Announcements
Organ for Sale
Allen MDC Theatre 32. $700 OBO 
(purchased for $5,000 26 years ago 
and it's in excellent condition). 
Contact Charlotte Palmeri at 
cepalmeri@gmail.com or 355-1307. 

Advertise in The Clarion
Highlight an upcoming event, 
advertise your services, or 
celebrate a milestone. Contact the 
editor for more information. Rates 
per issue: Full page:  $75; 1/2 
page:  $50; 1/4 page:  $35; 1/8 
page:  $25. 

Advertise your event on 
Pipedreams
Purchase advertising time during 
the regular AGO announcement 
that accompanies Pipedreams. $35 
per Sunday. Contact Michael 
Ricchiuti, chapter treasurer.

All About Michael Hey, cont.
(from p. 1)
Guild of Organists’ regional 
convention in Morristown, New 
Jersey and subsequently 
performed a solo recital on 
WMBC-TV. The following year he 

performed at the Guild’s national 
convention in Nashville, 
Tennessee.

He has been featured on “The 
Wanamaker Hour,” broadcast on 
Philadelphia’s WRTI-FM playing 
the world’s largest pipe organ. For 
the past two years he has 
collaborated in Juilliard’s annual 
FOCUS! Festival for contemporary 
music.

Mr. Hey performs solo organ and 
piano concerts throughout the 
country. He is preparing another 
recital in the series Great Piano 
Music by the Piano's Greatest 
Composers at the Wisconsin 
Conservatory of Music under the 
guidance of Curtis Stotlar. He 
particularly enjoys transcribing, 
premiering new music, and 
performing with other musicians.
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Eastern New York Chapter
American Guild of Organists
at First United Presbyterian Church
1915 Fifth Ave.
Troy, NY  12180

Officers
John E. Schreiner — Dean
Todd Sisley — Sub-dean
Edee Silva — Recording Secretary
Michael Ricchiuti — Treasurer and Registrar
Maury A. Castro — Corresponding Secretary

Next Issue:  February 2013
Feature Article:  Report on Langlais Film

The Clarion is the official newsletter of the Eastern New York Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and is published 
monthly ten times per year with a combined summer issue published on June 1. Submissions for The Clarion must be sent to the 
editor by the 25th of the month prior to publication. The editor retains the right and responsibility to accept, reject, and/or edit 
any and all submissions. All submissions pertaining to the month of publication will be printed. Submissions pertaining to 
subsequent months will be included space permitting.

Submit material to:
Maury A. Castro, editor
maury@unitedprestroy.org
518.272.2771 ext. 14


